. 
eletetes 
etete 
s3t02 Pn :38 
se 


. : . vo ae 
— eta’. ade. merous Var = wae eh tingly. + gut 


atere* 
tieisieisseee wrttaits 
Sele el eleteleteles ces seeseetett ts tes Stistsistssesszess ot} 


Be 


Ow Se ee ee eer ee ee ee a ae - « © PYLORI OM un 


ake, Sr" wht wo See tok eee ee oo © | 4° > eee te 4 


pcinermvalee POY eS 


re Pe ed ad be Be 
7 * 
6525 


tees ee, 
2a, \ 
+#eeeere 
*teeeee 
Aa Oa 6 CO AA, MAST 
**«+s ole cen ss”. Wee ft te ewe Bee. * 
VO: AAA “ROO AAA Goo 
ee. 


4 dee tk 0 
ween cele lekeSetete okt ie  * * * 
. 


6 . % ee ee ee ae . oa 


et 

Oe FO 
: 
eeeeenn MEL tt teen 


eee ee. « 
‘* 
**#* eens 


See 
**e 
*##eeaee 
Te eeeee 
Peete ee +e ry ry : : 
* 
Ff : 
aoe, “EA, ‘Goooe “aa Oe 
ye OE rr ee SRR eee 
a a 


Send all Changes of Address and Subscriptions to Sword of the Lord Publishers, 214 W. Wesley, Wheaton, {i1, 


Am Independent Christian Weekly, Standing for the Verbal Inspiration of the Bible, the Deity of Christ, His 


Winning and the Premillennial 


Volume VIII, No. 35 


Biood Atonement, Salvation by Faith, New Testament Soul 
Return of Christ. Opposes Modernism, Worldliness and Formalism 


FRIDAY, AUGUST 30, 1946 


One Year, $2.00; Three Years, $5.00 ; 


More About - 


The Kind of 
Preaching We Need 


I. We Need Preaching About Hell and Judgment. 
II. We Need Preaching That Demands Repentance. 
III]. We Need Preaching That Demands Immediate 


Decision for Christ. 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE, Editor 


(Last week in the article on 
“The Kind of Preaching We 
Need,” the editor said that we 
need the following kind of preach- 
ing: 1. The Gospel of Salva- 
tion by the Blood; 2, Preaching 
of the Word, the Bible; 3. Preach- 
ing Against Particular Sins. Here 
we give three other qualities need- 
ed in preaching according to the 
examples and precepts of the Bi- 

ble.) 


I. We Need Preaching About 
Hell and Judgment 

It is no honest preaching of the 

Bible that does not preach Heil. 

Man is a sinner. If he does not 

repent he will die unconverted for- 

ever away from God. Men ought 


and petting, and the horrors of the 
life of a harlot and the damnation 
that will come to her. 


I wish I could scare every lad 
about the terror that is in whiskey 
and beer and wine. A man who is 
not afraid of liquor is a fool. I 
tried earnestly and successfully to 
make my children afraid of the 
fire when they were little. There 
are some things that any sensi- 
ble person in his right mind ought 
to be afraid of. And there is noth- 
ing in the universe as frightful as 
the fact of Hell, a Hell full of 
Christ-rejecting sinners who went 
to Hell because they would not 
repent. I am for the kind of Bible 


to be warned of the horrible fate | Preaching that makes people want 
of dying without Christ. to avoid Hell. 


, : There is coming a judgment 

k hea l , ' are. 1 
sg an ae alae I a ai when Christ-rejecting sinners will 
I do! I wish I could have scared|¢ “ragged out of Hell to face 


Hitler and told him what would |@0¢ 4nd give an account of their 
happen to him for his crimes sins. That is a horrible and fear- 
against mankind and against God. ful thought, It ought to be 
If I could have told him the truth | Preached. 
and could have made him believe All Bible preachers preached on 
it. I would have saved the world | these themes of Hell and judgment 
the horrors of the Second World | 4nd the wrath of God. 
War. Isaiah preached on Hell. He said, 
I wish I could warn every boy/|“Hell from beneath is moved for 
of what will happen if he goes into | thee to meet thee at thy coming”’ 
a life of crime. I wish I could} (Isa. 14:9). He preached, ‘‘There- 
make people afraid of crime. fore hell hath enlarged herself, and 
I wish I could scare every girl| opened her mouth without meas- 
about the dangers of the dance (Continued on Page 2) 


Seeking the Face of God 


By EVANGELIST ROBERT J. WELLS, Th.D., Associate Editor 


(Preached July 8, 1946, at the Second Annual Conference on Evangelism held at Winona Lake, Indiana, 
July 7-14, 1946. Mechanically recorded for THE SWORD OF THE LORD) 


My text is found this morning in a familiar passage— 
II Chronicles, chapter 7, verse 14. This is a passage that we 
are all acquainted with and from what you have heard a 
goodly number of sermons. No doubt most of you preachers 
have preached on it a number of times. I have heard ser- 
mons and I have preached sermons on the first part of the 
text—"“If my people, which are called by my name .. .” 
[ have emphasized the fact that the people who are respon- 
sible in the matter of revival are the people of God, and: I 
have tried to show that the outside world doesn’t have any- 
thing to do with whether or not we have a revival, that it 
doesn’t matter how much sin is about us, we can have a 
revival if God’s people measure up to God’s requirements. I 
have preached on humility as a prerequisite to revival, and so 
have many of you. I have preached on prayer and its impor- 
tance as a prerequisite for a revival. I have said, and you 
have said, that we cannot have a revival without prayer, and 
that is true. But following that there is another phrase 
which says: “and seek my face...” As I recall, I have.never 
heard a sermon on that part of the text, have you? I have 
felt that as an evangelist I am responsible to know what 
God’s plan is for revival, and to that end have spent much 
time in this text and have searched my own heart to see 
whether I was doing my part, whether I had humbled myself 
as I should, and whether I had prayed as I ought 


In examining the phrase “...and 
Z. With all due respect to those who 
seek my face,...” 1 asked my- : se 
a hold this position, I want to hasten 
self: “What does it mean? I 


to say I do not believe it is true! 
went to my library (I am fortun- y 


We are also living in a day of 


ate in having, a good, large §li- Ps 
spiritual dearth and this is largely 


brary), and you know, I didn’t 
find a thing, on that phrase 
not a word on what it means to/| ing up to God rather than doing 
seek God’s face, and I have all/| some of the seeking ourselves. We 
the outstanding commentaries. 
I have spent much time on my 
knees On this subject because I 
felt that if it ig one of the re- sult from seeking God's face. 
quirements for revival, I ought to 
know something about it. Do you 
know anything about it? 

We are living in a day when 
people are telling us that it isn't 
necessary to seek God's face. They 
say, “God does all the seeking.” 


because we leave all of the seek- 


need to know what it means to 


seek God's face and what will re- 


To me seeking God’s face in- 
volves seeking God's favor; seek- 
ing God’s full revelation of His 
will for us. It means that we must 
come and seek until we find the 
complete and full will and power 
of God for our lives and min- 


isteries and for the work we are 


“Ye Must Be Born Again” 2.2.2: 


By EVANGELIST COVELL KEENUM 


507 3rd Ave. W., Decatur, Alabama 


“There was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of 
the Jews: The same came to Jesus by night, and said unto him, Rabbi, 
we know that thou art a teacher come from God: for no man can do 
these miracles that thou doest, except God be with him. Jesus an- 
swered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a 
man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. Nicodemus 
saith unto Him, How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter 
the second time into his mother’s womb, and be born? Jesus answered, 
Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of 
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God, That which is 
born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
Marvel not that I said unto thee, Ye must be born again. The wind 
bloweth where it listeth, and thou hearest the sound thereof, but canst 
not tell whence it cometh, and whither it goeth: so is every one that 
is born of the Spirit. Nicodemus answered and said unto him, How 
can these things be? Jesu§S answered and said unto him, Art thou a 
master of Israel, and knowest not these things? Verily, verily, L say 
unto thee, We speak that we do know, and testify that we have seen: 
and ye receive not our witness. If I have told you earthly things, 
and ye believe not, how shall ye believe, if I tell you of heavenly things? 
And no man hath ascended up to heaven, but he that came down from 
heaven, even the Son of man which is in heaven. And as Moses lifted 
up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man be 
lifted up.’’—-John 3:1-14. 


Introduction the woman at the well something 

Im the beginning I would like|of the meaning of water. “Jesus 
to call your attention to the fifth|answered and said unto her, If 
verse of which we have just read:|thou knewest the gift of God, and 
“Jesus answered, Verily, verily I|who it is that saith to thee, Give 
say unto thee, Except a man be/|me to drink: thou wouldst have 
born of water and of the Spirit, he | asked of him, and he would have 
cannot enter into the kingdom of| given thee living water’ (John 
God,”’ I would like to take just a/4:10). Certainly here Jesus was 
minute on the word WATER. | not talking of a ritual or baptism. 
What does it mean to be born of |The water here refers fo the gift 
water and the Spirit? None of us/of God, and the gift of God is 
have any trouble with the word/|Jesus. Jesus declares Himself to 
Spirit; but the word water many/be the Word. “In the beginning 
times baffles and perplexes us.|was the Word, and the Word was 


The best way I know of learning | with God, and the Word was God.” | j 


what the water is and means is to| Again in John 15:3 He says: 
turn in God’s Word and see what|“Now ye are clean through the 
its meaning is elsewhere. In the| word which I have spoken unto 
mext chapter, John 4, Jesus tells| you.” Now since Christ declares 


shining upon you? Do you know 
that God is smiling upon you? Do 
you know that God is looking with 
complete satisfaction upon your 
work and ministry? If you do not, 
then you must seek His face un- 
til the time comes when yoy have 
full peace in your heart and life 
about this all-important matter 
of being in the very center of the 
will of God. Now, there are sever- 


Himself to be the Word, it is 
JeSus that does the cleansing, not 
the water or baptism, Paul gives 
us a little more light on the sub- 
ject. If you will, turn with me to 
Ephesians 5:26: “That he might 


Dr. Robert J. Wells 


al things I would like to call toe 
your attention. 

I. Why Seek His Face? 

1. Because of Our Condition 

My first suggestion as to why 
we should seek the face of God 
is because of our own condition; 
because of my condition and be- 
cause of your condition. 

a. Cold, Calloused, Careless 

Oh, how backslidden so many of 
us have become; how cold, and 
how indifferent: how careless and 
calloused we have become as ser- 
vants of God, as preachers of the 
gospel; as ministers of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and as Christian lay- 
men. We have gotten into a com- 
placent attitude and we have be- 
come careless about the things 
that are most vital. Dr. Rice has 
been talking to us this morning 
about being filled with the Holy 
Spirit. There is very little concern 
about being filled with the Spirit 
of God up and down the country, 
People are saying: “That is a con- 
troversial subject and we must 
steer clear of it. We must avoid 
it. We don’t want to become fa- 
natical. That is a dangerous sub- 
ject and so we wil] stay away 
from it.” 

In talking about the matter of 
winning souls, you can go to pas- 
tor after pastor and ask them: 
“Are you winning any souls?” 

(Continued on Page 2) 


sanctify and cleanse it with the 


washing of water by the Word.” 
Again the emphasis is put on the 
Word, not the water. ave Cop e () () 


Peter was a plain preacher and 
he makes it so clear that none need 
to doubt after hearing what he 
says the new birth is. “Being born 
again, not of corruptible seed, but 

(Continued on Page 5) 


Following a blessed message in 
The Sword of the Lord on “Cross- 
ing the Deadline”. by Evangelist 
Hyman Appelman, we heard from 
one who was saved by the meés- 
sage. We also heard from a man 
who had been converted and then 
had fallen into sin and who was 
deeply troubled, thinking that he 
may have committed the unpar- 
donable sin. I have answered his 
questions in an earnest and kindly 
letter, and I believe the same mes- 
sage needs to be spread far and 
wide. A child of God is kept by 
the power of God and does not 
commit the unpardonable sin. 


When God gave the warning 
about the unpardonable sin in 
Genesis 6:3: “My spirit shall not 
oe - | always strive with man, for that 

. he also is flesh,” He was talking 
Rev. Covell Keenumh to the godless world that was to 


ommit the Unpardonabie Sin 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


be drowned in the flood. He wags 
not talking to Noah and his fam- 
ily, the only Christians. When 
Jesus gave the warning about the 
unpardonable sin in Matthew 
12:31-32 He was speaking to the 
ungodly Pharisees who hated Him 
and who said that He cast out 
devils by the prince of. devils. 
Jesus was not giving that warn- 
ing to His disciples or to other 
Christians. In Hebrews 6:4-6 the 
warning about the unpardonable 
sin was not given to Christians. 
It was given to unsaved people 
who had tasted ‘the Word of God 
and the power of the world to 
come and the Holy Spirit had 
convicted them but they had not 
been saved. In Hebrews 6:9 the 
inspired writer, after talking 
(Continued on Page 7) 
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ure: and their glory, and their mul- 
titude, and their pomp, and he 
that rejoiceth, shall descend into 
it” (Isa. 5:14). 

Again and again Isaiah preached 
woe and judgment. In chapter 5 
he gave six woes upon Israel. He 
said that “The Lord of hosts shall 
be exalted in judgment, and God 
that is holy shall be sanctified in 
righteousness” (Isa, 5:16). 


But Jesus was the great Hell 
preacher. He preached, “And fear 
not them which kill the body, but 
are not able to kill the soul: but 
rather fear him which is able to 
destroy both soul and body in 
Hell” (Matt. 10:28). 


It was Jesus who preached that 
"Whosoever shall say, Thou fool, 
shall be in danger of hell fire” 
(Matt. 5:22). 

It was Jesus who preached, “So 
shall it be at the end of the world: 
the angels shall come forth, and 
sever the wicked from among the 
just, And shall cast them into the 
furnace of fire: there shall be 
wailing and gnashing of teeth” 
(Matt. 13:49-50). 

It was Jesus who preached in 
the same chapter, “As therefore 
the tares are gathered and burned 
im the fire; so shall it be in the 
end of this world. The Son of 
man shall send forth his angels, 
and they shall gather out of his 
kingdom all things that offend, 
and them which do iniquity; And 
shall cast them into a furnace of 
fire; there shall be wailing and 
gnashing of teeth” (Matt. 14:40- 
42). 


Jesus announced that He Him- 
self, the Son of man, would one 
day “say also unto them on the 
left hand, Depart from me, ye 
eursed, into everlasting fire, pre- 
pared for the devil and his angels” 
(Matt. 25:41). And he said, “And 
these shall go away into everlast- 
ing punishment: but the righteous 
into life eternal” (Matt. 25:46). 


It was Jesus who told, in Luke 
16:19-31, that horrible, terrifying 
story of the rich man who died and 
went to Hell and there lifted his 
eyes, tormented in flames, and 
begged for Lazarus to be sent, to 
dip his finger in water to cool his 
parched tongue. 


I say, Jesus Christ was a Hell- 
fire preacher. One who does not 
preach Hell and judgment is not 
true to Him. 

It was Jesus who said that all 
judgment was given to the Son. 
Christ will sit on a throne, judg- 
ing sinners, sending them away to 
the lake of fire. 

Paul preached like other Bible 
preachers, on Hell and judgment 
and the wrath of God. I very often 
preach on the first Sunday night 
of a revival campaign on Hell or 
on the last judgment. And I do 
it with a good precedent, for Paul, 
the first time he ever preached at 
Athens, preached, “Because he 
hath appointed a day, in which he 
will judge the world in righteous- 
ness by that man which he hath 
ordained; whereof he hath given 
assurance unto all men, in that 
he hath raised him from the dead.” 

When Paul stood before Felix, 
he preached on sin and judgment. 
“And as he resaoned of righteous- 
ness, temperance, and judgment to 


come, Felix trembled” (Acts 24: 
25). When Paul preached on 
righteousness, temperance and 


judgment to come, that was Bible 
preaching. And when Felix trem- 
bled under the deep conviction of 
the Holy Spirit, that was Bible re- 
sults. Away with these nice, easy 
sermons that do not stir anybody’s 
fears, do not bring any tears, do 
not lead men to repent! Away 
with this preaching that leaves 
sinners asleep in their sins, undis- 
, turbed, and self-satisfied! Oh, God 
give us the kind of preaching that 
makes men tremble as they think 
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about Hell and judgment to come! 


II. We Need Preaching That 
Demands Repentance 


A man who wants to come to 


turn his heart from sin. He should 
have a change of mind, a change 
of attitude about his sin and about 
God, It is foolish to try to teach 
men to trust in Christ for salva- 
tion, unless we include in that 


teaching the plain need for a 
wicked heart to turn from sin. Ev- 
erywhere the Bible says, “Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou 
shalt be saved” or its equivalent, 
it is understood that no one can turn 
TO Jesus Christ without turning 
FROM sin. That is no honest 
heart which would seek to come 
to Christ, holding on to sin and 
loving sin, with an unchanged atti- 
tude toward sin and toward God. 
Inevitably, and necessarily, faith 
in Christ comes only to the peni- 
tent heart, the heart willing and 
anxious to do right and to please 
God, longing for goodness and pur- 
ity. People who repent do not al- 
ways do right about everything, 
but they want to do right. I do 
not mean that salvation is an ex- 
tended process. I do not even mean 
that there are two separate steps 
in salvation; but the heart that 
trusts in Christ turns from sin, 
and it is foolish and unscriptural 
to teach any salvation without re- 
pentance. 


Bible preachers all preached re- 
pentance. 


Ezekiel called on Israel to re- 
pent. “Say ye unto them, As I 
live, saith the Lord God, I have 
no pleasure in the death of the 
wicked: but that the wicked turn 
from his way and live: turn ye, 
turn ye from your evil ways; for 
why will ye die, O house of Is- 
rael?”’ (Ezek. 33:11). Every 
preacher ought to preach with 
that imperative pleading in his 
voice and message today. 

John the Baptist preached “Re- 
pent ye: for the kingdom of heav- 
en is at hand” (Matt. 3:2). <And 
Jesus began to preach exactly the 
same message. “From that time 
Jesus began to preach, and to say, 
Repent: for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand” (Matt. 4:17). 


The preaching of Jesus is illus- 
trated by Luke 13:1-5. “There 
were present at that season some 
that told him of the Galileans, 
whose blood Pilate had mingled 
with their sacrifices, And Jesus 
answering said unto them, Suppose 
ye that these Galileans were sin- 
ners above all the Galileans, be- 
cause they suffered such things? 
I tell you, Nay: but, except ye 
repent, ye shall all likewise perish. 
Or those eighteen, upon whom the 
tower in Siloam fell, and slew 
them, think ye that they were sin- 
ners above all men that dwelt in 
Jerusalem? ~I tell you, Nay: but, 
except ye repent, ye shall all like- 
wise perish” (Luke 13:1-5). 

When Jesus gave the Great 
Commission to His apostles, He 
commanded “that repentance and 
remission of sins should _. be 
preached in His name among all 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem” 
(Luke 24:47). 


Peter preached at Pentecost, 
“Repent, and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ...” (Acts 2:38). 


When Peter had’ returned from 
winning Cornelius and his house- 
hold to Christ, and explained the 
matter to the apostles and breth- 
ren in Judaea, “‘When they heard 
these things, they held their peace, 
and glorified God, saying, Then 
hath God also to the Gentiles 
granted repentance unto life.” It 
was determined then that repent- 
ance was offered to Gentiles. Even 
Gentiles can repent and be saved. 
There is no salvation without re- 
pentance, We need preaching ~ on 
repentance, 

Paul, preaching to Athens, said, 
“And at the times of this ignor- 
ance God winked at; but now com- 
mandeth all men everywhere to 
repent” (Acts 17:30). 

Oh, may God give ws a heart 
to demand that men turn from 
their sins, repenting toward God 


as they trust His Son for salvation. 


God should hate his sin, should 


That is the kind of preaching we 
need. 


Ill. We Need Preaching That 
Demands Immediate Decision 
for Christ 

The fatalists, the hyper-Calvin- 
ists who say some men are pre- 
destined to be saved, and some are 
predestined to be lost, do not want 
preachers to give a public invita- 
tion and to press for a decision. 
Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer, in his 
book slandering evangelists and 
opposing mass evangelism, says 
that it is wrong to give a public 
invitation for people to accept 
Christ, wrong to press for immedi- 
ate decision, But there he is un- 
scriptural and contrary to Bible 
precept and practice. Down 
through the centuries the great 
soul-winners have pressed upon 
people to decide, and at once, for 
God or against Him. 

When Moses, on Mount Sinai for 
forty days, left the children of 
Israel to their own devices, they 
asked Aaron to make them a gold- 
en calf, and then they danced 
around this golden calf, naked and 
drunken and said, ““These be thy 
gods, O Israel, which brought thee 
out of the land of Egypt.” The 
wrath of God burned hot against 
His idolatrous people, Moses, with 
a broken heart, set out to disci- 
pline the people. Before the lead- 
ing idolators were to be put to 
death, he called for a division, a 
public and immediate decision. 
“Then Moses stood in the gate 
of the camp, and said, Who is on 
the Lord’s side? let him come unto 
me. And ajl the sons of Levi 
gathered themselves together unto 
him” (Exod. 32:26). Then Moses 
commanded the Levites who would 
stand for God to take their swords 
and go throughout the camp, slay- 
ing the wicked. It was a hard de- 
cision for men to make, to come 
out on -the Lord’s side publicly, 
and set out to kill their own broth- 
ers and loved ones, but that is 
what Moses demanded and that 
decision they made, made boldly 
for God. It is God’s plan, Bible 
preachers should call for immedi- 
ate decision for Christ. 

Joshua was an old man. Soon 
he would be leaving the nation Is- 
rael, and others would take over 
the leadership. So he called togeth- 
er the heads of tribes and the of- 
ficers of the nation to Shechem. 
There he put before them a simple 
proposition and demanded their 
decision. In Joshua 24:15 it is re- 
corded that he said to them, “And 
if it seem evil unto you to serve 
the Lord, choose you this day 
whom ye wil serve: whether the 
gods which your fathers served 
that were on the side of the flood, 
or the gods of the Amorites: in 
whose land ye dwell: but as for me 
and my house, we will serve the 
Lord.” The people insisted that 
they would serve the Lord and he 
made the proposition harder and 
they went on record that they 
would serve the Lord. 

“Choose you this day whom ye 
will serve,” ought to be an under- 
current in the preaching of every 
Bible preacher, That means public 
invitation. That means putting 
people on the spot. That means 
insisting that they decide at once, 
here and now, for Jesus Christ. 

Jesus pressed His disciples with 
the question, “Whom say ye that 
Iam?” And how pleased He was 
when Simon Peter answered and 
said, “Thou art the Christ, the 
Son of the living God” (Matt. 16: 
15-16). 

Again Jesus put His disciples on 
the spot and said, “Will ye also go 
away?” (John 6:67). The multi- 
tude quit following Jesus. They 
found He demanded repentance 
and a changed life and heart. It 
was not all to be easy eating of 
unearned food and following a king 
who would do all the work. So 
Jesus pressed upon His disciples 
that they, too, must decide. And, 
thank God, they had sense enough 
to answer, in the words of Peter, 
“Lord, to whom shall we go? thou 
hast the words of eternal life. And 
we believe and are sure that thou 
art that Christ, the Son of the liv- 
ing God” (John 6:68-69). 

So Jesus pressed upon the wom- 
an who was healed when she 
stooped down and touched the hem 
of His garment and He insisted 
that she claim Him openly and pub- 
licly” (Luke 8:43-48). 

John the Baptist demanded im- 
mediate decision and pressed upon 
people to come out openly and be 
baptized, therefore confessing their 
sins and confessing their faith in 
the coming Messiah. 

Paul went “night and day with 


ij might bring forth. 


tears” urging people to repent and 
come to Christ. Everywhere he de- 
manded repentance and got it. 

There should be a compelling 
urgency that demands immediate 
decision in every gospel message. 
Jesus said that the man who made 
a great supper and bade many sent 
his servant back again and again 
and commanded him. “Go out into 
the highways and hedges, and com- 
pel them to come in, that my house 
may be filled” (Luke 14:23). That 
is the way the Lord Jesus wants 
us to win souls and wants us to 
preach, There should be a com- 
pelling note, an insistent note, a 
bold and powerful urgency, de- 
manding people to decide today 
for Christ and Heaven. 


A few years ago in 
Texas, in the Galilean Baptist 
Church, Rev. P. B. Chenault was 
preaching in a series of meetings. 
The last night came. He preached 
on “Today and Tomorrow.” He 
had two texts. One was in He- 
brews 3:7, ““‘Wherefore as the Holy 
Ghost saith, TODAY if ye will hear 
his voice.” The other text was 
Proverbs 27:1: “Boast not thyself 
of tomorrow; for thou knowest 
not what a day may bring forth.” 
The fervent, godly preacher made 
his final appeal. He laid upon all 
of our hearts that TODAY was the 
only day that someone present 
might ever have; that today was 
the day of salvation. He urged 
the folly of neglecting and post- 
poning any duty and especially of 
neglecting salvation since none of 
us could boast of tomorrow and 
none of us could know what a day 
The service 


Dallas, 


came to a close. After an earnest 


session of prayer and affectionate 
good-byes Brother Chenault with 
his wife and baby drove away into 
the night, toward another engage- 
ment in Illinois. Mrs. Rice and I 
retired, but at 2:30 in the morning 
I was awakened by the insistent 
ringing of the telephone. Dear P. 
B. Chenau!t had had his speeding 
car wrecked by a drunken driver 
and he, with crushed head, had 
gone to meet the Saviour he loved. 
Oh, how it pressed upon my heart 
that we should be faithful in 
preaching for immediate decision, 
No man knows what will be to- 
morrow. I think the dear Saviour 
must have laid upon P. B. Che 
nauit’s heart the need for preach- 
ing that sermon, his last night on 
earth. 


We need preaching that de- 
mands immediate attention and 
immediate decision on the great 
issues of life and death. salvation 
or damnation, Christ or Satan, 
Heaven or Hell. 


Let us pray that God will raise 
up anointed preachers, bold, Bible 
preachers: 


Who will preach the true gospel 
of salvation by the blood; 


Who will preach the Word of 
God, the Bible; 

Who will preach against 
against particular sins, 
boldly; . 

Who will preach on Hell and 
judgment as did Christ and Bible 
preachers; 

Who will preach demanding re- 
pentance, a heart-turning away 
from sin and turning toward God; 

Who will preach demanding im- 
mediate decision for Christ. 


sin, 
preach 


Seeking the Face of God 
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and they will say: “No, we are 
not. But, you know this is a 
difficult day. We are living in hard 
times and we have some peculiar 
circumstances.” They make all 
kinds of excuses, but the fact of 
the matter is at the bottom of it 
all is our complacency, our back- 
sliding, and our own failure to do 
God’s will. Because of our own 
need we must seek the face of 
God. God isn’t smiling upon 
preachers who are not getting 
souls saved! God isn’t in favor of 
preachers spending hour after 
hour, day after day, and year after 
year, and never producing any re- 
sults and never getting souls sav- 
ed. God isn’t smiling upon preach- 
ers who are sitting in their studies 
or enjoying their time in fellow- 
ship with their members and 
friends, sitting back and taking 
it easy and saying: “If you evan- 
gelists want to wear yourselves 
out, go ahead. If you want to deal 
with these controversial issues, go 
ahead. We are going to take it 
easy!” God isn’t pleased with that 
business! 


In fact, we evangelists get into 
a rut sometimes ourselves. We 
preach sermon after sermon until 
it becomes sort of a natural] thing. 
We go to a place and wait until 
it is time to get up and preach and 
we know what to say, and how to 
say it for we have already said it 
many times and after the service 
is over we greet the folks and 
go out and fellowship with people, 
go home, and thank God for the 
crowds and for the good time we 
have had, but we do not have a 
passion, we do not have a burden, 
we do not see anything much hap- 
pen, and if the sinners in town 
don not get mad, and if Christians 
don not get stirred up and if 
backsliders do not come back to 
God and if sinners are not won, 
we do not think very much about 
it. We have become calloused. Oh, 
beloved, we need to seek the face 
of God so that God will do some- 
thing to our hearts and change 


this miserable attitude! 


b. Sin 


On the other hand, I would like 
to suggest that in many, many 
instances the thing that is hind- 
ering our ministry more than any- 
thing else ig SIN—sin has come 
into our lives to separate between 


face from you, that he wil not 
hear.” 

Many of you are praying, “God, 
give us a revival.” You pray, “O 
God, give us souls.” You pray for 
your loved ones. You pray for your 
friends. You pray for the mem- 
bers of your churches. We pray: 
“Lord, take away our worldliness, 
take away the spiritual dearth.” 
We pray and pray but nothing 
happens. The reason for it is sin 
—sins Of omission as well as sins 
of commission. And this sin has 
separated between ourselves and 
our God so that God has hidden 
His face from us. God has turned 
His back upon us. God is not smil- 
ing in favor upon us. Instead He 
is frowning upon us, and we are 
laboring day after day and strug- 
gling with might and main and 
accomplishing practically nothing! 
We are not seeking the face of 
God! God says that when we are 
in trouble, whatever that trouble 
may be, we should seek His face. 

In Psalm 69:17, we read: “And 
hide not thy face from thy serv- 
ant; for I am in trouble: hear 
me speedily.” The psalmist says: 
‘Don't hide your face, Lord. Don’t 
hide your face from me. I am 
in trouble. I cannot get along 
alone. I must have your approval. 
I must have your fellowship. I 
have to have the smile of your 
blessing, for I cannot get along 
without it. Don’t hide your face 
from me, Lord. I am in bad trouble 
and need help right now. Give it 
to me now. Answer me speedi- 
ly.’. Ft ig interesting to notice 
the many, many times the psalm- 
ist cries out: ‘God, don’t wait 
until tomorow. Don’t wait until 
next year sometime. Don’t wait 
until I am an old man, but answer 
me speedily.’ It seems to me that 
we are in need of some speedy 
answers from God if our prob- 
lems are to be solved and if our 
troubles are to be removed and if 
we are to be able to overcome the 
many difficulties in which we 
find ourselves today. 

‘Phere is another passage whiely 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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ourselves and our God. We read in 
Isaiah 59:1-2: 

“Behold, the Lord’s hand is rot 
shortened, that it cannot save; 
neither his ear heavy, that it can- 
not hear: But your iniquities have 
separated between you and your 
God, amd your sims have hid his 
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is similar to this one. Turn to 
Psalm 102:2, where we read: 
“Hide not thy face from me in 
the day when I am in trouble; in- 
cline thine ear unto me: in the 
day when I call answer me speedi- 


ty.” 6 


Oh friends, because of our many 
sins we need to cry out unto God 
today: “Hide not Thy face from 
us. Encline Thine ear ynto us in the 
day of our trouble and answer us 
speedily.” 

2. Because of the Condition of 
the World _ 


Talking about trouble leads me 
to suggest that not only do we 
need to seek God’s face because 
of our own condition, but we need 
to seek His face because of the 
condition of the world in which 
we live. We have never lived in a 
time such as this. There has never 
been a day in the history of the 
world when there hag been s0 
much trouble among men as there 
is today. Nationally and inter- 
nationally the world is going to 
the dogs just as fast as it possibly 
can. While the dance and the 
theater are damning their millions 
of people, liquor, gambling, and 
sex sin are accounting for mil- 
lions more. All kinds of sin runs 
rampant up and down the country 
as never before. Our churches are 
trying their best to hold their 
own but they are not succeeding 
very well. We see them one after 
another closing their services 
down on Sunday night, trying to 
have a prayer meeting and not 
able to get even one-half dozen 
people (that is about the average 
for our prayer meetings up and 
dowm the country). People are not 
praying; Christians are not bur- 
dened; preachers are not caring 
and souls are not being won to 
Christ. Many people are saying: 
“We can’t have a revival.” And 
some are even saying: “Things are 
not so bad.’”” Many preachers are 
saying: “There is no use in our 
trying to fight worldliness, in our 
trying to stem the tide of sin.” 
As a result, we have more lust, 
more sex sin, more divorce, more 
broken homes, and more blasted 
lives than ever before in the his- 
tory of this country or any other 
country. This is the condition in 
which we find ourselves and some 
of us preachers stand up and 
try to do something about it, and 
what happens? What happens, 
my preacher friend, when you 
preach against sin (if you preach 
against sin)? What happens 
when you try to-lift up Christ and 
exalt Him, His plan of salvation 
and His plan for deliverance from 
sin? What happens? Do you 
make very much impression? [If 
you are average, you don’t. Do 
people pay much attention? Up 
and down the country hundreds 
of preachers are preaching against 
sin and fhothing much is happen- 
ing, their results are very few. 


Let me stop to remind you, that 
there isn’t anything wrong with 
the gospel. You know that. We ail 
believe that Romans 1:16 is still 
true and that the gospel is “the 
power of God into salvation” to- 
day just as it has always been. 
There is nothing wrong with the 
gospel. And more than that, there 
isn’t anything wrong with God! 
He is still on the throne and He 
is still able to bless. He is able to 
give a revival today just as well 
as in any other day. God can even 
get hold of the hearts of preach- 
ers. 

As Dr. Rice mentioned, in our 
union revival in East Liverpool 
we had a preacher saved. He was 


the pastor of the First Methodist | 


Church of Chester, West Virginia. 
He was a graduate of Drew Theo- 


. logical Seminary, and that semi- 


nary is openly modernistic. He 
had imbibed all of the teachings 
of that seminary. He said that he 
had not wanted to get into the 
revival, but since almost everyone 
else was in, he thought he would 
go along. So he cooperated, and 
they made him chairman of one 
of the committees, too, so he had 
.to be there night after night. He 
said: “You preached on Hell one 
night and you scared the life out 
of me.” 

He kept coming night after 
ont until the night when I 


’ , : 


preached on Repentance. He heard 
that message wherein I said that 
repentance is not penitance and 
it is not penance, and then I said: 
“It is not reformation.” When I 
said that, he was greatly shocked 
and definitely moved. 


“Why,” he said, (talking to me 
later) “that is all I had to count 
on. I was depending on the fact 
that I have reformed.” 

When I insisted that it was 
not reformation but that it was 
rather qa complete change of heart 
and a reversal of one’s inner at- 
titude involving the new birth, he 
listened carefully. He had not 
heard anything like that since he 
was a child, but the Spirit of God 
drove it home. He did not want 
to yield. He was embarrassed. Yet 
he could not help himself. He tried 
to stand and sing nonchalantly 
with the crowd but the harder he 
tried to sing, the worse it was. 
The tears began to stream down 
his face and he could not con- 
trol himself, and so finally he sat 
down. It got worse and he cried 
harder and harder. He was sitting 
on the front seat and before very 
long he moved up to the altar and 
knelt down there and was glor- 
iously saved. When it was all over 
he said to one of the preachers: 
“I have three packs of Camels 
here. I don’t know whether any- 
body wants them or not, but I 
won't need them any longer.” That 
was the first thing he said and 
that is a pretty good indication 
that something had happened. God 
can do things like that! That is the 
first time a preacher has ever 
been saved under my ministry and 
that is why I talk about it. It 
may never happen again. But I 
wish it would. If I had a little 
more of the power of God, it would 
happen more often. That is what 
we need! I say God is able and 
willing to fix things if we seek His 
face. 

Yes, this world is in a mess! Sin 
is entrenched as never before but 
God is still on the throne. And, 
God is able to do something about 
it if we are where we ought to 
be and what we ought to be. And 
so, we need to seek the face of 
God because of our own condition 
and the condition of the world. 

What is it that we need to.en- 
able us to do things for God? 
Let me give you a couple of pas- 
sages of Scripture in this con- 
nection. 

We Should Seek God’s Face Be- 
cause We Need His Strength 

In Psalm 105:4, we read: “Seek 
the Lord, and his strength: seek 
his face evermore.’ Then there is 
a reason why we should seek the 
Lord, and that is because we need 
His strength. That is the thing we 
have to havé if we are to minister 
successfully. If we preach in the 
strength of God, something is 
going to happen. If we pray in 
the strength of God, something 
is going to happen. If we deal with 
souls in the strength of God, some- 
thing is going to happen. 

There is another passage of 
Scripture that I would like you to 
compare with this one. It is 
Philippians 4:13. Paul is” the 
speaker, He says: 

“Il can do all things through 
Christ who continually (a literal 
translation says) poureth His 
strength into me.” 

That is why Paul was the power 
he was. That is why he accom- 
plished such great things in his 
ministry. It was because Jesus 
Christ was continually pouring His 
power into a man by the name of 
Paul. Listen, friends, if that hap- 
pens in your lives, things are go- 
ing to take place. You will go 
back to your pulpit a flaming 
fire. Why? Because of the power 
of God upon your ministry. In 
days gone by every man who has 
ever been used of God has been 
a man who has ministered in the 
strength of God, and this has been 
true only because they have 
sought the face of God. Listen 
again to the psalmist as he says: 
“Seek his face...” “...get his 
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strength...” and, “do it forever- 
more.” These are three good rea- 
sons why we should seek the face 
of the Lord. 

Now, let us consider the second 
question. Some of you _ say, 
“Preacher, we agree with you. 
We need to seek God's face, but 
how can we seek the face of 
God ? 

Il. How to Seek His Face 

There are some preliminary re- 
quirements given to us in our 
text. 

1. Preliminary requirements 

First of all, it says: “If my 
people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves 

.”’ That is the first thing. We 
must recognize our need. I think 
we have to come to the place 
where we will leave our smug 
complacency and our self-satisfac- 
tion, and we have got to admit 
that we are not setting the world 
on fire. We have got to come 


to the place where we say: “In 
spite of our good churches, our 
hundreds of church members, our 


many baptisms, our large budgets 
and our fine missionary programs; 
in spite of the fact that people 
brag .about our preaching, our 
personalities, the way we meet and 
mix with people and our many 
talents, we must admit that we 
are at best “unprofitable servants’”’ 
and we must get humble before 
God. The first step is humility, 
but there is another preliminary 
requirement that must also be 
met. It is revealed in the same 
passage of Scripture: ° 


“If my people will humble them- 


selves ... aNd pray, ...’’ Prayer 
fundamentally is asking. So 
then, when you pray, you say: 


“I'm not going going to ask the 
philosophers; I’m not going to ask 
the theologians; I’m not going to 
ask the teachers or doctors; I’m 
not going to ask the library, but 
I'm going to ask God!” That is 
what we need to learn—not to ask 
men, b uto ask God! After we 
have humbled ourselves, we must 
pray, but we must not stop there. 
2. Supplicatory Prayer 

Let me suggest first of all, that 
the Word then says: “...and seek 
my face...” Seeking God's face 
is a continuation of prayer. Seek- 
ing God‘s face ig not -going out 
on a clear night, looking up at the 
stars and trying to see the face 
of God. Seeking God's face is 
not trying to solve the philosophi- 
cal and the theological mysteries 
of the ages. The way to seek God's 
face is to get down on your 
knees and pray and keep on pray- 
ing—not for just a few moments, 
not for just an hour, but until you 
get what you want from God; and 
until you find that God is smiling 
upon you; until you find that 
His face is shining upon you; until 
you know that you have His 
favor; until you know that you 
are in His will; that you are 
doing what He wants you to do; 
that you are what He wants you | 
to be; that His will is being ful- 
filled in your life; and that to 
the very best of your ability you 
are completely surrendered and 
yielded to the will of God, Seeking 
God's face, then, involves constant 
prayer. It actually involves tar- 
rying in prayer. I say this in spite 
of the fact that the word “tarry- 
ing’ isn’t popular. The actual 
fact ig that praying isn’t popular 
in these days. People feel it isn’t 
necessary to tarry any more. They 
suggest, “All you have to do is to 
say: ‘Now, Lord, You say if we 


; then He will reward you. 


ask You, You will give us the 
things asked for and now we are 
asking for them and taking them 
by faith, thank You, Lord.’ ” Then 
they go on their way! I know 
some preachers who do not spend 
as much as five minutes a day in 
prayer. They do not feel it is 
necessary. They say: “Lord, we 
take everything You have given 
us. Thank -You.” And, they go 
on their way about their business. 
What happens? They do not have 
any fruit! That is the biggest 
reason we do not have more fruit 
in Our ministry today. 

I have never for the life of 
me been able to understand why 
we admit that men in days gone 
by had to spend hours and days, 
and nights, and months and some- 
times years in prayer before God 
answered, and yet, in our day 
when things are tougher than ever 
before; when modernism. infidel- 
ity, agnosticism, atheism and 
down-right sin of the worst kind 
is entrenched as never before, we 
think we can get by by saying: 
“Lord, it ig all in the Book: we 
believe it, and thank you,” and 
go on about our business! No, 
that is not God’s way of bless- 
ing. We neeq to wait upon God! 
Incidentally, in studying this sub- 
ject, I noticed that in a number 
of instances the phrase “seeking 
His face” and “waiting upon God” 
are tied together. They are inti- 
mately connected. When we seek 
His face, we wait upon the Lord, 
we tarry in prayer or supplication. 
Seeking God’s face involves a 
humble entreating, a pleading, a 
diligent searching of one’s heart, 
a confession of sin and self ex- 
amination and patiently waiting 
upon God. When we meet the re- 
quirements, things will happen. 


8. Seeking God Dilligently 


In Hebrews 11:6 we have that 
phrase: “...he is a rewarder of 
them that diligently seek him.” 

Do you want something from 
God? Seek Him diligently and 
That is 
God's will. It isn’t getting down 
and saying: “Now, God, we be- 
lieve everything You have to say; 
we need this, and so give it to us; 
we trust You for it; we thank You 
for it. Amen.” 


The Word says that “...he is a 
rewarder of them that diligently 
seek him.” 


Have you been seeking Cod 
diligently? Earnestly? Have you 
been constantly on your face be- 
fore God? If not, then you had 
better learn that this is absolutely 
necessary before you can expect 
great things from God. 

4. Search for God With All Your 
Heart 

Consider for a moment another 
passage, It is Jeremiah 29:13: 

“And ye shall seek me, and find 
me, when ye shall search for me 
with all your heart.” 

a ye shall seek me, and 


Mount Vernon University 
2301 Calvert St. Washington 8, D.C. 
“Holding Fast the Faithful Word” 
For young men and women who 
desire courses on the college or 
University level in Gov- 
ernment, Arts and 
Theology. 

Every Class Opens 
With Prayer 
RESIDENTIAL AND 
EXTENSION CLASSES 


Approved 
for G. I. 
Training 


Zand GRADE WHEE! 
‘T’ll soon be going to 


college. Till then I'm 
helping Daddy mail 
your 


GLAD GOSPEL SONGS 
No, 1 or No. 2 
“THE DANCE” and 
“THE DEVIL GOES 
A FISHIN’ ”’ 
(Mama Thinks They 
Are Good) 

Any book 35c —. 

3 for $1.00, U. 8S 


GLAD GOSPEL PRESS 
5221 E, Broadway Long Beach 3, Calif. 


When the Devil Tosses for | 
a Man's Soul the Dice Are 
Always Loaded 


That’s what Phil 


gambler de 
discovered when God opened his 


Hamer, 


iuxe, 
eyes. The devil ‘‘crapped out’ when 
Hammer caught him just ‘‘clicking”’ 


the bones. The Life Story of Phil 
Hamer is the book you should read for 
that spiritual revival ‘‘lift’’ your heart 
needs, It is an amazing story of God's 
grace and a man’s conviction. It will 
move you deeply. 


Send 25¢ together with your name 
and address te 


PHIL HAMER 


P. 0. Box 411 tianta, Ga. 


Boys and Girls 


ROUND-UP 


An Effective up-to-date Evangelistic 
Organization 


ROUNDNG UP BOYS AND 
GIRLS FOR CHRIST. 


invite your inquiry for positive 


We 
methods in reaching boys and giris of 
your community. 


P. 0. Box 311 - Hinsdale, Ill. 


find me, . . .” When? Notice 
what he says:” ... When ye shall 
search for me with all your heart.” 

Are you searching for God 
with all your heart or just a part 
of your heart? You must surely 
realize the foolishness of depend- 
ing entirely on getting up in the 
morning and. kneeling down for 
a few minutes, and then occasion- 
ally during the day saying: “Lord 
help me now. Lord, help me.” 
When you are about ready to 
preach, you kneel down and say: 
“Lord, help me preach!” Then 
when you are about ready to go 
to bed, you kneel down a minute 
and say: “Lord, take care of me 
all through the night.” Sureby 
you must know that such meager 
and spasmodic praying will never 
merit the smile of God's favor. 
My friend, that is not Searching 
for God with all your heart. That 
is not seeking God's face with al 
of your heart. That is not seeking 
Him diligently! God’s word SA ys, 
“. « » ye shall seek me, and find 
me, when ye shall search for me 
with all your heart.” 


You must say: “I am going to 
find the face of God, come what 
may. I am setting my face as a 
flint. IT am going to seek God's 
face. It doesn’t matter whether I 
ever preach again. It doesn’t mat- 
ter whether I ever talk to an- 
other person again. It doesn’t 
matter whether I enjoy the pleas- 
ures of life. It doesn’t matter 
whether I eat, or drink or sleep. 
Only one thing does matter,. and 
that is that I see God's face.” 
When you take that attitude, 
friend, something is bound to 
happen. I am greatly concerned 
about those who are attending the 
conference. I hope you will enjoy 
the lake and the grounds and all 
the other things while you are 
here, but what you need more 
than anything else is to see the 
face of God. You need that more 
than eating; more than fishing 
or boating; more than sleeping; 
more than studying the Bible! Set 
yourself in these days to seek 
God's face and to find him and 
then you will go away with a 
radiant face and with a ministry 
that has been completely trans- 
formed by the power of an omné- 
potent God, 


Ah yes, seeking His face means 
(Continued on Page 4) 
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waiting before God 
in confession 
consideration 


tarrying, 
heart-searching, 
sin and careful 
your own need 


There are definite promises 
the Word of God about 


Ill. The Result of Seeking 
His Face 

You notice in the text that after 
He has said: “. . humble them- 
selves, and pray, and Seek my 
face, and turn from their wicked 
ways; (the last of which is the 
result of meeting the first three 
requirements—when you humble 
yourself, and pray, and seek God's 
face, you cannot help but turn 
from sin and from your wicked 
ways) and the result inevitably 
oor then will I hear from 
heaven, and will forgive your sin, 
and will heal your land,”’ That-is 
the promise of God. 

But let me give you some other 
passages. The Psalms are rich in 
this matter. Turn with me to the 
twenty-seventh Psalm and _ hear 
the words of David in verses 7-14: 

“Hear, O Lord, when I cry with 
my voice: have mercy also upon 
me, and answer me. When thou 
saidst, Seek ye my facé; my heart 
said unto thee, Thy face, Lord, 
will I seek,” 

And, that is why he was able to 
write the rest. If his heart had 
not said: “Lord, Thy face will I! 
seek,”” he couldn’t have written 
what follows. Now, listen: 

“Hide not thy face from me; 
put not thy servant away in 
anger: thou hast been my help; 
leave me not, neither forsake me, 
O God of my salvation. When my 
father and my mother forsake 
me, then the lord will take me 
up. Teach me thy way, O Lord, 
and lead me in a plain path, be- 
cause of mine enemies. Deliver me 
not over unto the will of mine 
enemies: for false witnesses are 
risen up against me, and such as 
breathe out cruelty. I had fainted, 
unless I had believed to see the 
goodness of the Lord in the land 
of the living.” Now notice: “Wait 
on the Lord: be of good courage, 
and he shall strengthen _ thine 
heart: wait, I say, on the Lord.” 

Seek His face and wait on the 
Lord! What will happen. then? 
He will strengthen your heart! 
That is what God says. Do you 
need strengthening of heart and 
strengthening of ming and 
strengthening of soul? Do you 
need the courage that comes from 
God, beloved? Then notice that it 
comes as a result of waiting up- 
on the Lord. In the passage 
which I quoted a moment ago in 
Hebrews 11:6, we found that he 
=. - a rewarder of them that 
diligently seek him.” 

Now, if you wait on the Lord 
and seek Him diligently, what will 
happen? God will reward you. 
That is the result of seeking Him. 
What do you want? Power? Then 
wait upon the Lord for power. 
What will happen? The Lord will 
reward you with power. If you 
need some special anointing for 
a task, an eduement from God, 
wait on the Lord, and God. who 
is a rewarder of them that. dili- 
gently seek Him, will reward you 
with the anointing, the enduement 
you seek. : 

Preacher, listen, God will re- 
ward you with souls if you will 
seek Him with all of your heart. 
If you say: “Lord, I am willing 
to be called a fool. Lord, I am 
willing to pay any price; I. will 
seek your face for soul-winning 
power diligently,” you will be re- 
warded by God with that soul- 
winning power according to His 
promise. | ' 

Here is another passage of 
Scripture that should thrill our 
hearts. I never fail to get a 
blessing and encouragement from 
it. It is Isaiah 40:31: 

“But they that wait upon the 
Lord shall renew. their, strength; 
they shall mount up with wings 
as eaglesy~they shall run, and 
not be weary; and they shall walk 
and not faint.” 

Do you want your strength re- 
newed; to mount up with wings 
as eagles; torun and not be weary; 
to walk and not faint? I’m sure 
you all do and I know I do, 

But I want to tell you that you 


do not get these things from study- 
ing. You do not get them from 
only reading the Bible. You do not 
get them from going to Bible 
Conferences. You do not get them 
from reading other books about 
the Bible. You do not get them 
from preaching. You do not get 
them from experience. You get 
them from waiting upon God. 


Listen, do you want to know 
why we are stumbling around 
and stubbing our toes all the time 
instead of: flying like- eagles? 
Do you want to know why we 
faint along the way so much? 
Do you know what is wrong with 
us? We are not waiting upon the 
Lord as we should! We won't 
stumble and make the mistakes 
we are making; we won't faint, if 
we will wait upon God. We will 
have our strength renewed, Some 
of us act as if we can hardly 
drag ourselves along. We are so 
weak and fagged out that we are 
dragging at the heels. We do not 
have any pep. We do not have 
any zip. We wear a long face and 
we are saying: “This is_ really 
tough business. This is a hard 
old job.” We are not getting much 
out of life. Do you know what 
is wrong? We need to have 
our strength renewed! We can get 
new vision,. new strength, new 
energy, new pep, new Zeal and new 
power when we wait upon God! 
Get on your face before the Lord, 
my friend, and God will give you 
His power and His strength and 
then the result will be the trans- 
formation of your minstry. 

I wish I could take the time 
to point out in detail the results 
of a careful study I _ recently 
made. I went through my Bible 
carefully and discovered that any 
man that ever amounted to any- 
thing in the Old Testament and 
the New was one who sought 
God’s face until he found it. 
When the blessings came to the 
patriarchs, to the prophets, and 
the judges of old, they invariably 
came as a result of waiting upon 
the Lord. One of the most inter- 
esting studies that you will ever 
be able to engage in is the study 
I am referring to. If you will just 
take your Bible and go through 
page after page and check up on 
everyone of the great lives, what 
a blessing you will receive! 


Let us go back to the sixth 
chapter of Isaiah and there look 
at the record of the prophet, 
Isaiah, as he saw the glory of 
God. What a statement! 


“In the year that king Uzziah 
died I saw also the Lord sitting 
upon a throne, high and lifted 
up, and his train filled the temple. 
Above it stood the seraphims: 
each one had six wings;. with 
twain he covered his face, and 
with twain he covered his feet, 
and with twain he did fly. And 
one cried unto another, and said, 
Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord ot 
hosts: the whole earth is full of 
his glory. And the posts of the 
door moved at the voice of him 
that cried; and the house was 
filled with smoke. Then said I, 
Woe is me! for I am undone; be- 
cause I am a man of unclean 
lips, and I dwell in‘the midst of a 
people of unclean lips: for mine 
eyes have seen the King, the Lord 
of hosts” (Isa. 61-6). 


You mark it down, when °the 
prophet has seen the King, the 
Lord of hosts, something is bound 
to happen. It isn’t very long un- 
til he says: “Here am I: send me,” 
in answer to the invitation of the 
Lord. Then he goes forth endued 
with power from on high. God 
blessed him in a wonderful way! 


And, what we say of Isaiah, we 
could also say of Ezekiel. We 
could say the same of Danie] and 
Jeremiah, and of all of the oth- 
ers, 

Then coming into. the New 
Testament we have one after the 
other. I would like to take a lot 
of time for this but let me just 
tell you about Peter. Remember 
Peter was saved along with the 
other disciples and he was a great 
preacher, but when the day came 
when Jesus was betrayed, you 
will remember thats he backslid 
and lied and denied the Lord 
Jesus Christ. What a miserable, 


wretched failure he was! After 


he had realized his sin, he quit 
the ministry. He said: “I go a- 
fishing.”” When he quit the minis- 
try, the rest of the disciples said: 
‘If Peter can’t measure up, and 
if Peter is going to quit, we'll 
quit, too.’ And, the whole “kit 
and caboodile” of them got into 
a boat and went back into the 
fishing business. But, you know, 
bless their hearts, they had lost 
the knack of fishing; they had 
been fishing for men so long that 
they couldn't fish for fish with 
any success. Then the time came 
when Jesus appeared to them. 
You will remember the miracle 
that was performed, how they 
gathered around Jesus and they 
had breakfast together and Jesus 
dealt with poor, old Simon Peter 
and brought him back from his 
backsliding. Then what happens’ 
A little later Jesus said: 


“Tarry ye in the city of Jerus- 
alem until ye be endued with 
power from on high.” 

And Peter along with the rest of 
them, said, ‘I'm going to do your 
will. I know my weakness and my 
need. I'm not going to depend 
upon my own wisdom and 
strength any longer. 1 know that 
I must have power from on high.’ 

You know the rest of the story. 
When Pentecost came, they were 
all filled with the Holy Spirit. 
What happened to Peter? As a 
result of his waiting on God, he 
was filled with the Spirit of God, 
and in the second chapter of Acts 
we read: 


“But Peter, standing up with 
the eleven’: (he couldn’t sit; he 
was too excited. You know it was 
the habit of the teachers in those 
days to sit down and teach, 1 
don’t know how they ever got 
by, but anyhow Peter didn’t sit 
this time—he stood). .. He said: 
‘You bunch of red-handed, bloody 
murderes of the Son of God! You 
are the ones who killed Jesus, 
and he preached a mighty sermon. 
As a result, they cried out: 
“What shall we do?” Then he 
saw the thousands come forth and 
trust Jesus Christ on that glor- 
ious day. Peter; Peter, backslid- 
den Peter came back to God, and 
then waited on God; then saw the 
face of Jesus and went forth as 
a flaming servant of the cross 
and multitudes were saved by the 
power of God in his life! 


Then there was Paul, saved on 
the road to Damascus, you will 
remember. Then later on he 
prayed and fasted for three days 
and nights, waiting on God and 
was filled with the Spirit of God. 
But Paul was not content to live 
on the basis of that one exper- 
ience. That wasn’t enough for 
him. A verse that has meant a 
great deal to me is Philippians 
3:10. This is what Paul said at 
the very end of his ministry, but 
it is a testimony, I believe, of a 
life-time habit: 

“That I may know him, and 
the power of his resurrection, and 
the fellowship of his sufferings, 
being made comformable unto 
his death.” 

Day by day Paul spent his time 
in seeking to know Jesus better. 
That is seeking the face of God. 
That is why Paul was the power 
that he was! Oh, my friends, that 
is what we need to do. We need 
to seek His face so that we can 
know Him better. 

The other day I was reading 
about Savonarola, the great 
preacher back there years ago in 
Florence. He was a great servant 
of God. He was educated and well- 
trained! He loved the Lord, had 
a great passion for souls, prayed a 
great, deal, but when he tried to 
preach nothing happened! He 
couldn't get the crowds. He wasn’t 
making any progress to speak of 
and there were no visible results, 
and yet he was convinced that .God 
had something great in store for 
him. He said: “I am not going 
to quit. I will wait, and wait, and 
pray and pray.” He waited on 
God and one day while the was 
talking to a nun, the record goes, 
suddenly he saw a vision from God. 
He saw the face of God and God 
revealed to him the things that 
were going to come to pass in the 
future. (I’m just fool enough to 
believe every bit of it.) Then he 
went out and told the crowd 
about those things and preached 
with unusual power! He was a 
different man! He had a new 


unction upon him! The biogra- 
pher said that when he preached, 
people walked around on_ the 
streets half-dazed, speechless, and 
didn’t know where they were go- 
ing, because they were so stunned 
by the force of his messages. One 
great man says that his preaching 
sent chills up and down his spine 
and made his hair stand on end! 
The natural result was that great 
crowds came and men of _ all 
stages of life—rich men, great 
philosophers and teachers, lead- 
ers among the religious people as 
well as the common people—sat 
in great masses and listened to 
him preach and as he preached 
the tears streamed down their 
faces and their hearts were burd- 
ened. 


The power of God was his be- 
cause he sought and found the 
face of God. That is thé secret of 
Savonarola’s success and what is 
true of Savonarola is true of oth- 
er greatly used men. You will re- 
member the story of Wesley and 
how he had been saved, gloriously 
saved! Then there came that day 
on January 1, 1739, when he, to- 
gether with about sixty other 
people, were praying and at three 


o'clock in the morning suddenly 
the power of God fell upon them. 
Now, listen, I believe Wesley 
about this, and Wesley says: 
“That is what made the differ- 
ence.” After the power of God 


came as a result of their seeking 
His face, the whole picture was 
changed. The crowds were greater 
than ever before; the power was 
greater than ever before and the 
blessings came in unusual por- 
tion. 


Time does not permit me to 
tell you about Moody, Finney and 
Torrey and many others. Let me 
give you just one more verse of 
Scripture as found in Proverbs 
8:17. This passage tells us: 


IV. When to Seek His Face 

The wise man in Proverbs 8:17 
says: “I love them that love me; 
and those that seek me early shall 
find me.” 

I think it is already too late 
for many of us. We have waited 
and wasted many years. We have 
sought information from wise 
men and from books, but we 
haven't sought God’s face, and we 
haven't had God’s power. We have 
waited too long. We need to seek 
His face now! 


A 


and those that seek me 
early shall find me.” 


My heart was stirred when 1! 
read of a transforming incident 
in the life of Hudson Taylor. He 
was a mighty servant of God and 
had done many great things. (If 
most of us could accomplish as 
much in our life time as Hudson 
Taylor had accomplished up to 
the time of the incident to which 
I refer, we would shout from the 
the housetop we. would be so 
thrilled.) But there came that 
time when he was weighted down 
with a great burden. He felt a 
great need, but he couldn't believe 
God to supply that need. He was 
conscious of the sin of unbeliet 
in his life. He was at home in the 
summer time and it was un- 
bearably warm. His friends were 
quite concerned about him, feeling 
that he didn’t look very well. 


One of them, a Mr. Pierson, 
invited him to come to Brighton, 
down by the seashore suggesting 
that he would be able to rest and 
recuperate there and the heat 
wouldn't bother him so much. His 
wife was relieved when she 
learned of the invitation and was 
glad to see him go, for she too 
thought he was ill. None of them 
knew anything about his stirrings 
of heart. One Sunday morning he 
went to church and saw all of the 
people rejoicing in their salva- 
tion and the blessings of God. He 
said: “I can’t stand all these 
throngs of people, these multi- 
tudes, thanking God and rejoicing 
when there are a million souls in 
China who are dying and going 
to Hell every month. I can’t stand 
| 

It broke his heart. He went out 
to get away fromAhe crowd. 

He walked down by the side of 
the sea and strolled along the 
sand and there he poured out 
his heart to God and there God 
spoke to Hudson Taylor: He said, 
“I want you to believe Me. That 


is all, Just believe Me. Believe 
Me!” And he struggled with that 
sin of unbelief again. But this 
time he saw the face of God! The 
burden of his heart was gone. He 
believed! He took up his Bible and 
wrote in the margin about his ex- 
perience. He said that he could 
hardly stand still but had to run 
all the way back to Mr. Pierson’s 
home. He was well now. Later, in 
telling of this experience he said: 
“When I got back home, my wife 
said: ‘Brighton has done a lot for 
you’.” 

Oh, my friends, it wasn’t Brigh- 
ton! It was seeKing and finding 
the face of God! 

Do you want to see His face? 
Do you? Do you have that thirst, 
that hunger, that passion, that 
longing?. Seek Him right now, 
and keep right on until you see 
His face! 


By DR. BOB JONES 
Bob Jones College, 


Cleveland, Tenn, 


—— 


What a picture of human de- 
pravity—Judas Iscariot—-who be- 
trayed the Son of Man with a 
kiss! There is not much said in 
the Bible about Judas. It is not 
how much is said about a man 
that reveals his character, It is 
what is said about a man, or what 
the man says, that reveals his 
character. “What will you give 
me?” That is what Judas asked 
the chief priests when he went to 
see them to sell the Son of God. 
These words reveal the heart of 
Judas Iscariot, They are not many 
words, but no more wicked words 
were ever uttered. It does nq take 
many poems to prove a man.is a 
poet. One great poem is sufficient. 
It does not take many oaths to 
show a man’s heart is black. One 
foul oath is sufficient to prove the 
man’s heart is wicked and de- 
praved. Judas Iscariot who had 
been a trusted member of the firm, 
the one who handled the money— 
and no doubt had stolen many 
times some of 


oney that be- 
m—is now 
selling the Son of God to His ene- 


longed to all 

mies. What a tragedy of horrors! 
Judas had been with Jesus for 
three years. He had seen Him per- 
form miracles. He had heard Him 
speak as never man spake. He 
witnessed what the others wit- 
nessed, yet he sold the Lord for 
thirty pieces of silver! Judas 
thought he wanted the money un- 
til he got it. The thirty pieces of 
silver mocked his agony, and he 
threw it down at the feet of the 
priests and went out and hung him- 
self. After Judas Iscariot sold the 
Son of God, he knew he was not 
fit to live. There are modernistic 
preachers and modernistic educa- 
tors who have sold Jesus Christ to 
His enemies as truly as Judas ever 
sold Him, and they have not been 
decent enough to hang themselves. 
Some of these preachers continue 
to stand in pulpits that are sup- 
posed to be Christiah, and some of 
these educators are still teaching 
in colleges and universities that 
were built with Christian money. 
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of incorruptible, by the word of 
God, which liveth and abideth for- 
ever” (I Pet. 1:23). Peter says we 
are born again by the Word of 
God. Paul says in Titus 3:5, “Not 
by works of righteousness which 
we have done, but according to his 
mercy he saved us, by the washing 
of regeneration, and renewing of 
the Holy Ghost.” The Word is 
preached and by the work of the 
Holy Spirit the heart is made new. 
Paul says: “Therefore if any man 
be in Christ, he is a new creature: 
old things are passed away; be- 
hold, all things are become new” 
(II Cor. 5:17). 

I believe by studying the nega- 
tive side of the new birth it will 
make it easier for us to see what 
the new birth is. First, the new 
birth is not education. Many peo- 
ple think if you have a knowledge 
of the Book you are safe for Heav- 
en, but Jesus sqid you have got to 
be born from above. You must 
have a change of heart. I have 
friends who have been through 
high school, college, university, and 
have taken technical postgraduate 
work, and are in the deepest of 
sin. No! Education is not enough. 
Nicodemus was a very highly edu- 
cated man, and a lost man. 


Secondly, the new birth is not 
tradition.» Many times I ask peo- 
ple if they are saved, and they 
reply: “My mother is a devout 
Christian and worker in_ the 
church,” or their dad is superin- 
tendent of the Sunday School, etc. 
But to have good Christian par- 
ents is not enough. If ever a per- 
son could be saved without being 
born again, it ought to be a Jew. 
The Jews are God’s chosen peo- 
ple. Nicodemus was a descendant 
of Abraham, but Jesus said, ‘Nico- 
demus, you must be born again.’ 
If you go by-~-tradition, it will 
damn your soul and send you to 
Hell, 

Thirdly, the new birth .is not 
confirmation. You can sprinkle wa- 
ter on the baby’s head and con- 
firm him into the church when he 
is twelve or thirteen years of age, 
but that will not save him. Nico- 
demus had experienced many rit- 
vals and forms and ceremonies, 
but he was still lost and admitted 
it by the fact that he came to 
Jesus and asked Him what to do 
to be saved. | 
_ Fourthly, the new birth is not 
reformation. Nicodemus was a re- 
formed man_or else he could not 
have been the master of Israel. 
Nicodemus was a good man, a very 
good man. He tithed, gave a tenth 
of his firstfruits, and that is more 
than most of our church members 
do. He prayed; and again we see 
him outshine most of our church 
members—and a lot of Christians 
too, as far as that goes, I suppose 
—because we realize that very few 
are present on prayer meeting 
night, So you see you can be a 
lot better than most church mem- 
bers and many Christians and be 
just as lost as a blind dog in the 
meat house at night, looking for a 
black cat that never had been 
there. I say you can not work your 
way into Heaven. YOU MUST BE 
BORN AGAIN. 


I. The Power of the New 
Birth 


1. The new birth is a perform- 
anee of God. It is utterly impos- 
sible for man to work his way to 
Heaven. Every ritual, every rite, 
every ceremony, every program, 
every scheme of man has failed 
in the past, is failing now, and 
shall continue to fail in the future. 

God's Word says: “For we our- 
selves also were sometimes fool- 
ish, disobedient, deceived, serving 
divers lusts and pleasures, living 
in malice and envy, hateful, and 
hating one another. But after 
that the kindness and love of God 
our Saviour toward man appeared. 
Not by works of righteousness 
which we have done, but according 
to his mercy he saved us, by the 
washing of regeneration, and re 
newing of the Holy Ghost; Which 
he shed on us abundantly through 
Jesus Christ our Saviour” (Titus 
3:3-6), Again we read, “For by 
grace are ye saved through faith, 
and that not of yourselves: it 
is the gift of God: Not of works, 
lest any man should boast” (Eph. 
2:8-9). Paul says all works are 
excluded; that a man is saved by 
the grace of God. 

“But as miany as received him, 
to them gave he power to be- 


come the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his name: Which 
were born, not of blood, nor of 
the will of the flesh, nor of the 
will of man, but of* God” (John 
1:12-13). John says the new birth 
is a divine performance that comes 
from God. 

2. The new birth ts a POWER- 
FUL CHANGE. After we accept 
Christ as our personal Saviour, a 
powerful change is made in our 
lives. We have been made a new 


Jesus and Nicodemus 
creation in Christ Jesus. ‘‘Whereby 
are given unto us exceeding great 
and precious promises: that by 
these ye might be partakers of the 
divine nature, having escaped the 
corruption that is in the world 
through lust” (I Pet. 1:4). “For in 
Christ Jesus neither circumcision 
availeth any thing, nor uncircum- 
cision, but a new creation” (Gal. 
6:15). Therefore if any man be in 
Christ, he is a new creation: old 
things are passed away; behold, 
all things are become new” (II 
Cor. 5:17). 

Maybe I can make it plain this 
way; before I was saved, before 
I accepted Christ Jesus as my 
Saviour, before I was made a new 
creature in Christ Jesus, I was a 
Slave to liquor. I didn’t want to 
drink, I would promise and vow 
that I would never do it again, a 
I was honest; I meant well: I 
wanted to do right; but in spite of 
the fact that I had promised and 
vowed, and repromised and re- 
vowed, when the temptation arose 
I would yield. I would listen to 
Dr. John C. Cowell, Jr., preach 
Sunday after Sunday and it seemed 
that he would always quote II 
Corinthians 5:17, ‘““Therefore if any 
man be in Christ, he is a new cre- 
ation: old things are passed away; 
behold, all things are become 
new.” And I would go away all 
steamed up, and say to the fam- 
ily, “That preacher is crazy. Does 
he actually think I could,forget 
about the dance, the show, my 
Sunday golf games with a little bet 
on the side to make it interesting? 
If he believes all these things will 
pass away in my life he is just 
plain crazy.” But then oh! thank 
God for the Holy Spirit. He would 
whisper to my heart and say, 
“Son, is it that man’s words or is 
it’ God’s words the preacher is 
quoting?” I'd have to agree that 
it was God’s words. Then He would 
say, “Don’t you think you had bet- 
ter accept them?” Thank God one 
night in my bedroom, right in the 
middle of the floor, on my Knees, 
I said, “I suppose so!” I prayed 
the old publican’s prayer, ‘Oh, God 
be merciful to me a -sinner and 
save me for Jesus’ sake,’ and He 
did right there. Then I received a 
new nature, was born again, 
passed from death unto life. And 
now that the Holy Spirit has tak- 
en up His permanent abode in my 
heart, He gives me power to live 
a victorious life over sin. 

The Apostle Paul experienced a 
powerful change in his life on the 
road to Damaseus. While he was 
traveling the Damascus road he 
was Saul, the cold-blooded mur- 
derer. “And as he journeyed, he 
came near Damascus: and suddenly 
there shined round about him a 
light from heaven: And he fell to 
the earth, and heard a voice saying 
unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecut- 
est thou me? And he said, Who art 
thou, Lord? And the Lord said, 1 
am Jesus whom thou persecutest”’ 
(Acts 9:3-5). Brother! right here a 
powerful change was made in the 
life of this. young man. He never 
served the papers he carried in 
his pocket. He never met his old 
friends in Damascus—he had no 
use for them and they had no use 
for him. A few hours pass and he 
is in the possession of Ananias. A 
few hours ago he wanted to kill 
him; now he loves him, I say, the 
new birth brings about a powerfu 
change. . . 

8. The new birth is a PERMA- 
NENT CHANGE. You don’t get 
born again today and unborn next 
week. Jesus has never saved a 


soul and then let that soul get 
lost. “There is therefore now no 
condemnation to them which are 
in Christ Jesus.” God says if you 
are in Christ Jesus there is no 
condemnation for you. Why, that 
is so plain that my little six-year- 
old boy can understand it. “Who 
walk not after the flesh, but after 
the Spirit.” Yes, I know we have 
those who say, “All who walk 
after the Spirit are saved: but 
what if some don’t walk after the 
Spirit and walk after the flesh?”’ 
I can only say to them, the ‘BUTS’ 
and ‘WHAT IFS?’ are not there, 
and if you are going to say, ‘What 
is so and so?’ just say, ‘What if 
there were no God?’ and end it all. 

“Verily, verily, 1 say unto you, 
He that heareth my word, and be- 
lieveth on him that sent me. hath 


everlasting life’ (John 5:24). 
What kind of life? Everlasting 
life. John, do you mean life for 


one week, one month, one year, or 
as long as you hold out? ‘No! I 
mean everlasting life, eternal life, 
life without end!’ Oh! I see, I 
understand. Thank you, John. 
“My sheep hear my voice, and 
I know them, and they follow me: 
And I give unto them eternal life; 
and they shall never perish, neith- 
er shall any man pluck them out 
of my hand. My Father, which 
gave them me, is greater than all; 
and no man is able to pluck them 
out of my Father's hand” (John 
10:27-29). “And grieve not the 
holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are 
sealed unto the day of redemption” 
(Eph. 4:30). “For ye are dead, 
and your life is hid with Christ in 
God” (Col. 3:3). These Scriptures 
Say we are dead and our lives are 
hid with Christ in God, And be- 
loved, before Satan can get me 
now that I have been born again, 
do you know what he would have 
to do? I will tell you what he 
would have to do. He would have 
to jerk me out of the bosom of 
Jesus, and Jesus out of the bosom 
of God, and beloved he just doesn’t 
have the power. His power would 
have to be more than the power of 
Jesus, more than the power of 
Jesus and God. Beloved, he just 
doesn’t have that much power. 
Paul believed ‘once saved al- 
ways saved.” In Romans 8:35-39 
he shows the impossibility of be- 
ing lost after you are saved: “Who 
shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? shall tribulation, or dis- 
tress, or persecution, or famine, 
or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 
As it is written, For thy sake we 
are killed all the day long: we are 
accounted as sheep for the slaugh- 
ter. Nay, in all these things we 
are more than conquerors through 
him that loved us. For I am per- 
suaded, that neither death, nor life, 
nor angels, nor principalities. nor 
powers, nor things present, nor 
things to come, Nor height, nor 
depth, nor any other creature, shall 
be able to separate us from the 
love of God, which is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.” I'll say, Amen. 
Thank you, dear Jesus, for your 


wonderful precious cleansing blood 


that perpetually washes my soul 
and keeps it clean. 


II. The Paramount Need of 
the New Birth 


1. Because we are sinners we 
need the new birth. The need is 
universal. Every man, woman and 
child, whether Jew or Gentile, re- 
gardless of race, color or clime, 
needs the new birth because he is 
a sinner. David. a man after God's 
own heart, cries out, “Behold, I 
was shapen in iniquity; and in sin 
did my mother conceive me” (Psa. 
51:5). Again we have the cry of 
the psalmist, “The wicked are 
estranged from the womb: they 
go astray as soon as they be born, 
speaking lies” (Psa. 58:3). I have 
a little boy sixteen months old. I 
recall when he was four weeks 
old how he would holler and cry. 
Mother would come pick him up, 
search to see whether a diaper 
pin was sticking him or if maybe 
he had the colic; she would lay 
him down, he would baw! out 
again. As soon as she picked him 
up he would stop crying; lay him 
down and he would start hollering. 
Learned ‘to he at’ the age of one 
month! 

. Jeremiah says, “‘The heart is de- 
ceitful above all things, and des- 
perately wicked: who can know 
it?” (Jer. 17:9). I have ladies 
come to me and say, “Oh! Brother 
Keenum, please pray for my hus- 
band. He drinks and curses, etc., 
but he is such a good-hearted man 
when he is sober.” Jeremiah says 
his heart is bad and that is the 
reason he gets drunk, A man isn't 
a drunkard because he drinks; he 


drinks because he is a drunkard. 
A man isn’t a sinner because he 
sins; he sins because he is a ain- 
ner. “As it is written, There is 
none righteous, no. not one: There 
is none that understandeth, there 
is none that seeketh after God. 
They are all gone out of the way, 
they are together become unprof- 


itable: there is none that doeth 
good, no, not one... For all have 
sinned, and come short of the 


glory of God” (Rom 3:10-12, 23). 
We need to be born again because 
we are sinners, both by nature and 
by choice. 

2. Because God is sinless we 
must be born again. Because God 
is a thrice holy God, because He 
cannot look upon or tolerate sin, 
we must have a new nature. The 
spiritual kingdom requires a spirit- 
ual nature. Heaven-is a prepared 
place for a prepared people, and 
only those who are holy can dwell 
in His presence. “For without holi- 
ness no man shall see the Lord.” 
“For our God is a consuming 
\fire.” And the very moment that 
we should come into the presence 
or God we would burn as stubble 
in the path of a prairie fire, driv- 
en by a western wind. You see, our 
nature is perfect for the earth on 
which we live: but we could never 
be drug through the water like 
the fish pulls himself. Why? Be- 
cause we do not have the required 
nature to live in water. The bull- 
frog can stick his head in the 


we cannot hibernate like the frog. 
Why? 
the required nature for that kind of 


environment. We are perfectly 
adapted for environment here on 


the earth, but our adaptation is | 


not suitable for the heaven in 
which God dwells. We must be 
born again because of the sinless- 


iness and because of the holiness 


of God. 
3. Because 
we nee@ to be 


of God’s 
born agar. 


sacrifice 
“But 


sions, he was bruised for our in- 
iquities: the chastisement of our 
peace was upon him; and with his 
stripes we are healed. All we like 
sheep have gone astray; we have 
turned every one to his own way; 
and the Lord hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us all” (Isa. 53:5-6). If 
there were any way in the world 
that man could save himself, I say, 
it would have been foolish, stupid, 
and preposterous for God to have 
sent His only Son into the world 
to die in open shame, upon a Ro- 
man cross. There He hangs, bloody 
from the beard that they pulled 
out of His face. Then they spit or 
Him until you could not tell who 
He was. There is the brow filled 
with jagged holes as a result of 
the crown of thorns that was beat 
upon with a»stick; the black swol- 
len tongue, the riven side. My! 
it must have been a horrible scene, 
blood running from a_ beard- 
plucked face, blood running from 
a lacerated back, blood running 
from a spear-riven There 
Jesus died between two thieves, 


side, 


suspended between Heaven and 
Hell. And to me that is the 
greatest proof in ail the world 


that man must be born again. 


Ill. The Perfection of the 


New Birth 
1. The new birth PROVIDED 
JUSTIFICATION. “But to him 


that worketh not,*but believeth on 


his faith is counted for righteous- 
ness” (Rom, 4:5). What,is it to 
be justified? It is to be cleared 
of all blame, to be freed from ev- 
ery charge. It is the sentence of 


mud and live all winter long, but | 


he was wounded for our transgres- | 


him that justifieth the ungodly, 


the court in favor of the prisoner. 
The prisoner stands there. charged 
with tertain things: the evidence 
is all heard and the jury brings in 


a verdict of “Not Guilty.” The 
man is justified. 
Dr. Ironside uses this illustra- 


tion: Some years ago there was 
a French evangelist preaching in 
a certain place, and somebody 
came to him one day and said, 
“Could you come and see a wom- 
an who is very sick? We are 
afraid she is dying. She is troubled 
about her soul and doesn’t seem to 
| understand the way.” Of course 
he gladly went, as any of us would 
under such circumstances, As he 
entered the room and sat down 
beside the bed, the woman said, 
“Tell me what is necessary in or- 
der that my soul may be saved 
_and my sins forgiven.” He told her 
j the old, old story, the story of the 
|cross. He told her how God com- 
-mendeth His love toward us, in 


that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us. He told her 
how, hanging on that cross in 


‘those awful hours of darkness, our 
blessed Lord Jesus, as the sub- 
stitute for sinners, drank the cup 
of wrath that we deserved, and 
made full Satisfaction for iniquity; 
and now God can justify everyone 
| that believes in Him whom He 
raised from the dead. 

| When he finished. she said, “Oh, 
yes, I know, I understand all that, 
but I don’t see how I can know 
that my sins are forgiven.” So 
again, very patiently, he went over 


Because we do not have | the same story but he tried to pre- 


‘sent it in a little different light. 
He told her that the Lord Jesus 
was the one great sacrifice for 
sin: that He offered Himself for 
our sins; that He was made sin 
for us. He who knew no sin, that 
we might be made the righteous- 
ness of God in Him. And when he 
finished, she said, “Yes, I under- 
stand that, but is that all that is 
required?” 

| The evangelist sprang from his 
seat. He was a very fiery man by 
‘nature, and sometimes the fire 
‘came out even after he became a 


‘Christian. He said in a tone that 
‘shook the room, “You wicked 
‘woman!’ 

| And she, lying there so sick, 
| was almost terrified and said to 


him, “Oh. sir, why do you talk to 
me like that?” 

“You wicked woman, you vile 
‘woman! You ask me what is nec 
‘essary in order that you may be 
saved. I tell you how God has 
| bankrupted Heaven to save your 


. | guilty soul. I tell you how He has 


‘sent His own blessed Son to give 
His life for you. I tell you how He 
| was forsaken of God upon that 
tree, and you have the insolence 
|to look up into the very face of 
'God and say, ‘Is that all?’ What 
more would you want? It is all 
‘that God Himself could do.” 

She burst into tears and ex- 
| claimed, “Oh, sir, I understand! 
‘I did not realize what I was say- 
‘ing. Oh, I thank God for what 
‘He has done! It is enough! If it 
is enough for God, it surely 1s 
| enough for me!” ; 
| & The new birth PROV IDES 
SANCTIFICATION. Now sant- 
‘fication is not a bad word. Itis a 
good word. It is not a word to be 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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neared of. It is used again and 
again in God’s Word. It is not my 
jpurpose here to argue the differ- 
ent views of what people believe 
about sanctification. The word it- 
self means to be separated—sep- 
aration, ordinarily speaking, for a 
holy purpose. I am going to men- 
tion three aspects of sanctifica- 
tion because I believe they will 
help you to be saved and live a 
victorious life over sin after you 
are saved. First, we read in God's 
Word of sanctification by the 
Spirit. “But we are bound to give 
thanks alway to God for you, 
brethren beloved of the Lord, be- 
cause God hath from the beginning 
chosen you to salvation through 
sanctification of the Spirit and be 
lief of the truth” (II Thess. 2:15). 
Paul teaches in this verse of Scrip- 
ture that it was the work of the 
Holy Spirit of God, 
separating you from 


sanctifying 
the world, 
and preparing you to receive the 
gospel. 
of the -Holy Spirit that leads a 
man to thus come in faith to trust 
in the shed blood of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. This is one aspect of 
sanctification that begins before 
a man comes to a saving knowl- 
edge of Christ. It is the prepara- 
tory work of the Spirit that pre- 


pares your heart to receive the | , 
iI shall never forget one occasion 


gospel. That makes you see the 
need of Jesus. It is the sanctifi- 
cation of the Spirit that encour- 
ages me to preach that Jesus 
came, was crucified, buried, bodily 
resurrected, ascended into Heaven, 
is coming again to receive His own, 
and is bringing judgment on all 
unbelievers. You say you do not 
believe in judgment and Hell. Yes 
you do; the Holy Spirit sees to 
that part of it. 


Secondly, we have sanctification 


Jesus also, that he might sancti- 
fy the people with his own blood, 
suffered without the gate” (Heb. 
3:12). The Scripture says that 
Jesus went to the cross and there 
offered one sacrifice for sin, never 
to be repeated again. We some- 
times hear of a priest standing at 
an altar, offering a continual and 
unbloody sacrifice for the sins of 
the living and the dead. There is 
nothing like that in the Scriptures. 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, by one of- 
fering, settled the sin question. 
“For by one offering he hath pér- 
fected for ever them that are sanc- 


tified” (Heb. 10:14). Do you be- 
lieve that? There you have sanc- 
tification in its absolute sense! 
The believer in the Lord Jesus 


Christ stands before God complete 
in Christ. perfected forever. No 
charge can ever be brought against 
him again. His sins are put away; 
as far as the east is from the 
west his transgressions have been 
removed from him, to be remem- 
bered against him no more. I say, 
Hallelujah! Praise the Lord! What 
a Saviour! 


And then there is the third as- 


pect of sanctification. “Christ also | 


loved the church, and gave him- 
self for it; That he might sancti- 
fy and cleanse it with the washing 
of water by the word” (Eph. 5:25- 
26). Now that we are Christians 
we need to give much time to 
God's Word. “Thy word have I 
hid in my heart, that I might not 
sin against thee” (Psa. 119:11). 
David asks, ““‘Wherewithal shall a 
young man cleanse his way?” And 
he answers, “By taking heed there- 
to according to thy word” (Psa. 
119:9). The Word of God is for 
our practical sanctification. This 
is the agency used by the Holy 
Spirit in conforming us to Christ. 
You are reading God’s Word and 
come across a verse that tells you 
something you are doing is wrong 
and you confess it to God: “If we 
confess our sins, he is faithful 
and just to forgive us our sins, and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness” (I John 1:9). And then you 
look to Him for grace to glorify 
Him in that thing, 


And so then, when we speak of 
sanctification we think of separa- 
tion, and we are called to be a 
people set apart to God. We are 


,get apart by the work of the Holy 


Spirit drawing us to God. We are 
set apart by the precious blood 


It is the sanctifying work 


that has redeemed us; and day by 
day we are being cleansed and 
separated from the things that are 
contrary to the mind of God, as we 
learn His will through His Word 
and walk in obedience to it. 


8. The new birth PROMISES 
GLORIFICATION. “And we know 
that allsthings work together for 
good to them that love God, to 
them who are the called according 
to his purpose. For whom he did 
foreknow, he also did predestinate 
to be conformed to the image of 
his Son, that he might be the first- 
born among many brethren, More- 
over whom he did predestinate, 
them he also called: and whom he 
called, them he also justified: and 
whom he justified, them he also 
glorified” (Rom. 8:28-30). “For 
now we see through a glass, dark- 
ly; but then face to face; now f 
but then shall I 
know even as also I am known” 
(I Cor. 18:12). 
tures we have the wonderful prom- 


know in part; 


In these Scrip- 


ise that we shall be conformed to 
the likeness and image of God's 


Son. It js glorious to know that 
we shall have a glorified body, 
that we shall know each other in 
Heaven. [ like to think of Heav- 
en. I like to think of seeing my 
dear old daddy who loved me and 
worked for me and prayed for me. 


when my dad gave me all he had. 
One morning I was to leave with 


'the baseball team (I was playing 
|with Deshler High School of Tus- 
‘cumbia, Alabama) for'‘a week-end 


trip in Birmingham. I had some 


istrange feeling at the Breakfast 
‘table that my dad might want to 
'talk with me, and [I ate hurriedly, 
trying to finish and leave before 


he wqulid have the opportunity. He 
beat e through. We lived in an 


_old time country-styled house with 
by the blood of Christ. ‘“‘Wherefore | 


rooms on each side of a large hall. 
As I walked through the hall I 


'saw my dad in the east room with 


his head covered by his arms, lean- 
ing on the mantelpiece. As I 
walked by the door he called me. 
He said, “Come here, Son; I want 
to talk to you.” I walked into 
the room, and he never raised his 
head. He said, “Son, I’m sorry I 
cannot afford to buy you clothes 
like the other boys will be wearing 
on this trip. (I had worn one pair 
of pearl grey corduroy pants to 
school the whole year.) I wish I 
had more money to give you that 
you might have a good time like 
the other boys; but I don’t have 
it.” But he said, “I will give you 
all that I have.” He pushed his 
hand out toward mine and in my 
hand he dropped two thin dimes 
and said, “Son, that is all I have. 
I hope you have a good time. Bea 
good boy, play a hard, fair game. 


‘I hope you get a lot of hits, and 
Son, your dad will be praying for 


you.” 


A few years ago he went to be 
with the Lord, One day after I 
have seen Jesus and kissed His 
feet, I will see my dear old dad 
as he walks up the golden street. 
I will run and throw my arms 
around him and kiss him, and say, 
“Dad, I’ve been longing to see you 
for a long time.” Can't you see 
what I mean when I say that the 


new birth is perfect in that it 
promises glorification, 
You say, “Preacher, you have 


told us about the power of the new 
birth, the paramount need of the 
new birth, the perfection of the 
new birth. Now how may I obtain 
the new birth?” In the fourteenth 
and fifteenth verses of the text, 
Jesus said: “As Moses lifted up 
the serpent ih the wilderness, even 
so must the Son of man be lifted 
up: That whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have 
eternal life.” We get the real 
meaning of this verse in Numbers 
21. The children of Israel had 
seen God perform many miracles 
such as the parting of the Red 
Sea, a cloud in the day time that 
shaded them, the pillar of fire at 
night that led them, the rock that 
gave water, manna falling around 
the camp; yet they mumbled and 
grumbled. So God sent a plague 
of fiery serpents upon them. Every 
time one of these snakes would 
bite them they would die. Now 


jin behalf of the people Moses had 


a little talk with God, and God told 
Moses to take copper and brass 
‘and mould it into a brass snake, 
put the snake on a pole in the vil- 
lage and if all who had been bit- 
ten by the snake would look at the 
snake on the pole they would be 
healed. 


I can see Moses as he rushes 
back to the village, moulds the 
brass snake, puts it on a pole in 
the village. He rushes into the hos- 


pital ward and cries out, “Look 
to the snake on the pole!” One 


{boy looks and, the swelling leaves 


his body. “The poison is gone. He 
runs down to his buddy and cries 
out, “Buddy! Buddy! Look to the 
snake on the pole! You will be 
saved, made whole.” Then I can 
hear him say, “I don’t believe in 
any such cursed foolishness.” “Oh! 
but buddy, a mirrute ago I was sure 
to die as you are. Death and de- 
struction were in my body. I 
looked to the snake on the pole 
and I was made whole.” Then his 
buddy looks up with eyes sunk in 
his head, the presence of death 
over his face. and says, “Look 
man! Can’t you see that I’m a 
sick man? I do not have time for 
any such cursed foolishness.”’ And 
his buddy had to leave him to die. 


One morning after I had worked 
a third shift in a hosiery mill, I 
learned of a man who was near 
death, In fact, the doctor had 
called his family and told them 
that it was only a matter of time. 
Another fellow and I slipped past 
the nurses and into the room where 
the man was. There we talked 
with him of his need of Jesus. We 
asked him if hé would accept Jesus 
as his Saviour. He faintly looked 
up with weak. eyes and thick 
tongue and said, “Listen, fellow, 
can’t you see that I’m a sick man? 
I haven’t time for any such cursed 


we had to walk out and 
him, 


leave 


Dear sinner friend, please, for 
your sake, for your mother’s sake, 
for God’s sake, for Jesus’ sake, for 
this poor humble preacher's sake, 
look to Jesus. He is on the pole 
and He is begging, “Come unto 
me, all ye that labour and are 
heavy laden and I will give you 
rest.” 


Decision for Christ 


Let the editor add a word. You 
have read the good sermon by 
Rev. Covell Keenum. If you are 
not saved, I join with Brother Kee- 
num in pleading that you turn 
from your sins and trust Christ 
today. To delay is foolish and 
wicked. 


Jesus is ready to change your 
heart this moment if. you will hon- 
estly, penitently turn to Him and 
trust Him. If you will take Christ 
as your own Saviour, will you not 
sign the following statement to- 
day? First, say, “‘Yes’’ to Christ in 
your heart, honestly give yourself 
up to Him and trust Him to save 
you. Then sign the statement be- 
low, honestly before God, copy it 
in a letter and mail it to me at 
once. I will send you a letter of 
Christian counsel and encourage- 
ment and tell Brother Keenum 
that you have trusted Christ. 
Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
Sword of the Bord 


214 West Wesley Street 
Wheaton, Illinois 


Dear Brother Rice: 


I have read Brother Covell Kee- 
num’s sermon, “YE MUST BE 
BORN AGAIN.” I confess that I 
am a poor, lost sinner. Here and 
now I turn from my sins and trust 
Christ to save my soul and give 
me everlasting life. I accept Him 
as my Saviour and mail this to let 
you know, 
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foolishness.” He turned over ands 
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Revival 


“These addresses rank with the 
Lectures on Revival by Charles G. 
Finney, published years ago.”’— 
Dr. H. A. Ironside. 


“It is a revival on paper.’’—Dr. 
F. D. Whitesell, professor on evan- 
gelism, Northern Baptist Semi- 
nary, Chicago. 


“They read like chapters from 
the book af Acts.”’—Dr. Oswahd J. 
Smith, Toronto. 


The big new fascinating .book, 
HOW TO HAVE A REVIVAL, by 
Dr. Hyman J. Appelman, Dr. Bob 
Jones, Sr., Dr. Joe Henry Hankins, 
Dr, Jesse M. Hendley, Dr. Robert 
J. Wells and Dr. John R. Rice is 
now ready. There are twenty-five 
large chapters, four hundred big 
pages, 

We are thrilled with the tremen- 
dous reception the book is having. 
Famous men say they have been 
deeply blessed by the book. Dr. 
H. A. Ironside, pastor of Moody 
Memorial Church, Chicago, and 
the dean of American Bible teach- 
ers, says, “These addresses rank 
with the Lectures on Revival by 
Charles G. Finney, published years 


Dr. Oswald J. Smith said in 
part, “Here are messages on the 
kind, the plan, and the cost of re- 
vival; on the place of prayer and 
preaching in revival; on the work 
of the Holy Spirit and the problem 
of sin in connection with revival 
work. Here, too, are instructions 
in detail on organization, prepara- 
tion, advertising and music for re- 
vival. There are altogether twen- 
ty-fiye addresses, each one a pas- 
sionate appeal for real, old-fash- 
ioned, Heaven-sent revival.” 


These Men Know How to 
Have a Revival 


The chapters in this great book 
were written by the men who are 
having the largest crowds, the 
greatest number of conversions in 
union city-wide campaigns in 
America, They have had great 
city-wide campaigns in_ recent 
years in Chicago, Buffalo, Cleve- 
land, Los Angeles, Seattle, Atlan- 
ta, and lesser cities. They prove 
from the Bible how to have a re- 
vival, and the methods they ad- 
vocate, they have used with blessed 
results. Pastors, evangelists, 
committees planning revival cam- 
paigns, will all find this book fas- 
cinating and powerful, and filled 
with treasures. And anybody who 
cares about the power of God in 
revival will surely be deeply 
blessed by these addresses, filled 
with the power of the Holy Spirit, 
these Bible teachings, these plans 
in the book, HOW TO HAVE A 
REVIVAL. 

Twenty-Five Thrilling 
Chapters 

Here are the chapter headings 
of the book: 

1. The Kind of Revival We Need 


2. God’s Plan for a Revival 

3. The High Cost of Revival 

4. Preparing Christians for Re- 
vival: 

5. God's Program: Saving Sinners 

6. Clearing the Way for God 


7. The Only Person’ God Can Use 
for Revival 


8. The Kind of a Message Needed 
for Revival 


9. Why Preach Against-Sin? 


10. The Kind of Preaching Needed 
in a Revival 

11. The Invitation 

12. How to Give an Invitation 

13. A Passion for Souls — 

14, Personal Work in a Revival 

15. Place of Prayer in Revivals 

16. How and Why God Tests Our 
Faith and What to Do About 
It 

17. How Jesus, Our Pattern, Was 
Filled With the Holy Spirit 

18. “Be Filled With the Spirit” 

19. The Results of Being Filled 
With the Spirit 

20. Preparing for Union Revivals 

21. How to Organize for Union 
Evangelistic Campaigns 

22. Advertising and Delegations 

23. A Visitation Program 

24. Music and the Revival 

25. Conserving the Results of a 
Revival — 


The four hundred large pages 
are beautifully bound in green 
cloth, stamped in gold. An attrac- 
tive jacket gives the pictures of 
the evangelists who wrote it. We 
believe that this is one of the most 
important books on revival pub- 
lished in America in many, many 
years and we believe it will be 
counted a standard textbook (a 
textbook Dr. Oswald J. Smith 
called it) on mass evangelism. 

The big book is approximately 
two inches thick, has four hundred 
pages, and is very reasonably 
priced at $53. 

Order from Sword of the Lord 
Publishers, 214 West Wesley 
Street, Wheaton, Illinois, or from 
your book dealer, 


ible tracts 
by Paul Levin 


Ath powerfu: anu appeaung The New 
Birth,’” “‘Wasted wcife,"" ‘Eterna! Life,’’ 
etc. Ali sent FREE as the Lord provides. 


Write for samples. 
L CARLOCK, (LLINOIS 


DEPT. 


“OBJECTALKS” — IUlthustrated 
by familiar objects. 20 bright 
talks to boys and girls, i- 
iustrated by familiar objects. 
‘*TALKS ON TEXTS” — 20 
Children’s Sermons, ithumi- 
nated by fascinating liustrations. 
“PAPER TEARING TALKS’ 
15 Gospel talks. Paper is folded 


Interest to 
young. Full directions. 
One Pastor writes: ‘‘Your talks 
are the best I have ever used or have been 
able to find’’ Each set $1.00. All Three 
$2.00. 55 talks—whole year with the Chil- 
dren. Over 47,000 in use. 

. HADDON SERVICE 
Box 164-7 Fairfield, Conn. 


FOR the PEACE of the 
WORLD the SLAVONIC 
NATIONS MUST BE 
EVANGELIZED! 


Every age has its crisis; 
every crisis 


of our day! 
This 


the other 
bined. 


Slavonic nations 


Burtingtoa, Vermont 
’ ; ; 


and for 
offers a_ solution. 

The evangelization of the Slavonic 
, peoples will solve the great problem — 


could be accomplished most 
speedily and effectively by begin- 
ning with UKRAINE where the peo- 
ple are receptive and responsive to 
the Gospel appeal. There were more 
believers in UKRAINE than in all 
com- 


UKRAINE is the most strategic and fertile Gospel field in Europe. Your 
prayers and investment here will bring far greater results than they 
would in any other corner of the Lord’s vineyard. 

The race for atomic power portends no good for tomorrow. Act now be- 
fore it is too late; form. prayer groups for the open door into UKRAINE? 
Tracts, Gospel literature, Bibles, missionaries are desperately needed. 
Write for free illustrated literature and send your gifts to: . 


The Ukrainian Missionary & Bible Society — 
J. Hominuke, B.Sc., M.A., B.D., General Director 
1509 South Cuyler Ave., Dept. SL., BERWYN, Ii. 


UKRAINE — The spiritual center 
and key to the Slavonic world of 
250 millions. 
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: PAGE SEVEN 


Saved People Do Not 
Commit the Unpardonable Sin 


(Continued from Page 1) 


about the unpardonable sin, says, 
“But, beloved, we are persuaded 
better things of you, and things 
that accompany salvation, though 
we thus speak.” You see, the 
warnings about the unpardonable 
sin are not given to Christians 
but to unsaved people who reject 
Christ after great enlightenment. 

Now I want you to prayerfully 
read my letter to,the troubled 
brother. If you are troubled 
about any such matter, I would 
be glad to send you the booklet, 
SAFETY, CERTAINTY AND EN- 
JOYMENT, by Géorge Cutting, a 
booklet that has helped many, 
many people to have full assur- 
ance of salvation. And the fifteen- 
cent pamphlet on THE BACK- 
SLIDER and the fifteen-cent pam- 
phiet on CAN A SAVED PERSON 
EVER BE LOST? both of which 
were written by me, might be a 
help to you, also. 

Dear Brother — : 

You wrote me so earnestly and 
sincerely that I have taken much 
time in analyzing your letter and 
preparing a reply. I am sure it 
will be’ used of God to help you. 
I am giad you wrote me and I 
trust you will take my counsel to 
heart honestly and go by the 
Word of God instead of your feel- 
ings and emotions. If you do, 
this matter will be settled forever 
with you that you are God’s child, 
that you have evarlasting life, 
and that He will never iet you 
£0. 

Several things I have to say and 
I think you wil) find them verified 
by the Word of God, 


Assurance of Salvation 
Should Be Based on 
the Word of God 


1. I definitely believe that you 
are saved, that you are God's 
child, But I do not base that con- 
viction on your emotions or your 
present assurance. Rather, I base 
it on the fact that you say that 
you have trusted Christ as your 
Saviour and that you believed once 
that He had forgiven you and had 
assurance of salvation. If you 
put your trust in Christ, then He 
saved you. That is exactly what 
He promises in the Bible in many, 
many Scriptures. 

Consider John 3:18: 
believeth on him is not condemn- 
ed: but he that believeth not is 
condemned already, because he 
hath not believed in the name of 
the only begotten Son of God.” 

John 3:36 says: “He that be- 
lieveth on the Son hath everlast- 
ing life: and he that believeth not 
the Son shall not see life; but the 
wrath of God abideth on him.” 

John 5:24 says: “Verily, verily, 
I say unto you, He that heareth 
my word, and believeth on him 
that sent me, hath everlasting life, 
and shall not come into condem- 
nation; but is passed from death 
unto life.” 

You see all these Scriptures say 
that when you trusted Christ, He 
gave you everlasting life then, and 
s0 you became God’s born again 
ehild. Not a one of these Scrip- 
tures, nor any other Scripture in 
the Bible, says that you are saved 
if you feel a certain way, are 
saved if you pray long enough. 
People are saved when they put 
their trust in Christ and depend 
upon Him for salvation. And they 
are saved instantly then and have 
everlasting life. So says the Word 
of God. Thus I am convinced that 
you were saved when you put your 


trust in Christ the first time. : 


Unpardonable Sin Not For 
Christians 

2. You fear that, after you 
were converted, you may have 
eommitted the unpardonable sin. 
Let me say as positively as I pos- 
sibly can that a man who has 
been converted, a Christian man, 
eannot commit the unpardonable 
sin. That is a sin for lost people 
only, a sin that can only be com- 
mitted by a sinner who is reject- 
ing Christ as Saviour. 
a sim for Christians. One whose 
sins are already pardoned, under 
the blood, of course could not com- 
mit an unpardonable sin. When 
you put your trust in Christ, then 
ali your sims of past and present 


“He that | 


Tt is not 


and future were put under the 
blood, as far as the salvation of 
your soul is concerned. You could 
no more commit an unpardonable 
sin after you are saved than a 
lost man can be so good as to 
get saved by his goodness. Peo- 
ple are not saved by their good- 
ness and are not lost by their 
badness after they have been sav- 
ed by grace. People are saved if 
they have trusted Christ as Sav- 
iour, thus receiving the new birth, 
being born again, becoming God’s 
children, having a new nature. 
People are lost if they have not 
trusted Christ, and thus have not 
been born again. Doing cannot 
Save and doing cannot unsave. So 
a Christian does not commit the 
unpardonable sin. 

You mentioned the case of Esau 
who sought a place of repentance 


and did not find it. But the 
Scripture has no word about 
Esau’s salvation and _ certainly 


none about him losing his salva- 
tion. Esau would like to have 
repented about giving up his birth- 
right, but God would not let him 
take back his decision about that. 
The birthright was given to Jacob 
by God’s plan. Esau could not 
get it. But that Scripture does 
not say and does not mean that a 
child of God can lose his salvation 
and come to the point where he 
cennot be saved again. Nothing 
like that is intended in the Scrip- 
ture about Esau. Nor is it taught 
in any other Scripture, in my earn- 
est understanding of the Word of 
God. Let me say it again. If 
you were converted, then you did 
not commit the unpardonable sin. 
That is only for lost people and 
only about the matter of rejecting 
Christ. If you had read more 
carefully the closing words of Dr. 
Appelman’s sermon on the unpar- 
donable sin, and the decision form 
which I put at the close of it, 
you would have seen that the ap- 
peal was only to those who had 
not been converted, and you would 
have noticed the statement that 
the sermon was only to people 
who have never been converted. 
It is un-Scriptural to talk to 
saved people warning them against 
the unpardonable sin. 


God Forgives Any Lost Sin- 
ner Instantly When He Comes 
in Penitent Faith 

3. Even if you had never been 
saved before your lapse into sin 
and your great period of mental 
darkness and doubt, then the mo- 
ment you turned to trust. in 
Christ He would have received 
you and forgiven you. Nothing 
is clearer from the Bible than this. 

Isaiah 1:18 says: “Come now, 
and let us reason together, saith 
the Lord: though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as 
snow; though they be red like 
crimson, they shall be as wool.” 

Revelation 22:17 says: “And the 
Spirit and the bride say, Come. 
And let him that heareth say, 
Come, And let him that is athirst 
come. And whosoever will, let 
him take the water of life free- 
ly.” 

So you see God will take any- 
body who will come in_ honest 
penitence, trusting Christ as Sav- 
iour. AH those long, agonizing 
months of grief and fear and 
stumbling were unnecessary. The 
moment you turned to Christ He 
was all ready and willing to for- 
give you any wrong you had done. 
First John 1:9 says: “If we con- 
fess our sins, he is faithful] and 
just to forgive us our sins, and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness.”” So when you confessed to 
Christ your sin, "He then was un- 
der obligation to forgive; and He 
kept His word, you may be sure. 
It is Wrong to Depend Upon 
Your Feelings Instead of the 

Word of God 

4. Your distress of mind and 
trouble all came because you did 
not depend wpon the Word of God. 
I do not know who taught you, but 
they must have taught you to de- 
pend on much prayer and on your 
feelings and emotions instead of on 
the plain Word of God. Faith is 
based on God’s Word. God said 
He would save me if I would 
trust Him, would turn _ the 
matter over to Him. I nsked Him 


to do what He promised to do in 
His Word; that is faith. And so 
the way to be saved is to simply, 
honestly put your trust in Christ 
and depend upon Him, When you 
do that you are saved. Of course 
you would not do that unless you 
turned in your heart from your 
sins. But there is not a single 
word in the Bible to indicate that 
anybody needs to wait for long 
days or weeks before they can be 
saved and know it. 


I am giad God in His mercy 
gave you the assurance of for- 
giveness. But the sad thing about 
such assurance is that you had it 
once before and lost it, and you 
may lose your assurance again, 
because it is based on your feel- 
ing, based on your praying. I 
remember the three sad years aft- 
er I was first converted. I lost 
my joy. I did not know the Bible. 
No Christian showed me from the 
Bible that when I trusted Christ 
I was saved, born again, that I 
had everlasting life. So I had 
three unhappy years when I tried 
to get saved again and again. IF} 
prayed and asked others to pray 
for me. And not until those sad 
years were past did fF find in the 
Bible the blessed promises of John 
3:18; John 3:36; John 5:24, and 
others like them, which showed 
me that when I trusted Christ He 
forgave me and I was saved. Then 
I cast all my doubts away and 
put all my confidence in the Word 
of Christ. He said He would save 
me the moment I trusted Him. 
Hence, I knew that He had saved 
me. I know it today. I have 
never doubted my salvation from 
that day to this. My assurance is 
not based on how I feel. Some- 
times I know I have displeased 
God and I am unhappy about it. 
Sometimes I have burdens almost 
too heavy to carry, and may be 
discouraged by them. But those 
things never leave me feeling as 
if I might be lost. I know that 
I am God's child. Even though 
He slay me I will trust Him. Even 
though He needs to chastise me 
sometimes for my sin, I know I 
am His own dear child, bought 
by His blood. The reason I know 
it is that He said it in the Bible 
and God cannot go back on His 
Word. You see, faith takes God’s 
Word for it. 


I am sending you a copy of the 
little book, SAFETY, CERTAIN- 
TY, AND ENJOYMENT. It has 
blessed thousands of people and 
helped them to be Sure of their 
salvation. I hope you will read 
it and pray about it and read it 
over again, and check up on the 
Scriptures. You can know that 
you are saved. You can know it 
just as much tomorrow as you do 
today. You can have the joy of it. 
But first you ought to get it set- 
tled by the Word of God, and not 
by your feelings and emotions, I 
am glad to have a joyful heart 
assurance of my salvation, but, 
thank God, my heart assurance is 
based on what Jesus Christ said 
and not on some fleeting feeling 
Or emotion or experience. I had 
an experience good enough, to be 
sure, but you had one before; too, 
and lost the joy. So do not de- 
pend on your feeling or emotion 
Or experience, but depend on Jesus 
Christ and what He has promised. 
Never fear, Jesus keeps His Word. 
He saves those who come to Him 
and then He keeps those whom 
He saves, and the life He gives is 
everlasting life. 


God Loves His Child Too 
Much to Ever Give 
Him Up 

5. There are several things 
about your experience about which 
you ought to be deeply grateful to 
God. I think that God's dealing 
with you shows that He is your 
own Father, that He loves you, 
that He will never, never let you 
go. Consider, first, that God made 
you unhappy in sin. You could 
not enjoy sin like lost men en- 
joy it. That reminds me that 
Jesus said to Peter, “I have pray- 
ed for thee, that thy faith fail 
not.” Peter was allowed to be 
sifted, but Jesus kept His hold 
on Peter and never let him go. 
When Peter fell into bad sin, it 
made him miserable in his heart 
and he went out and wept bitter- 
ly, That was because he had, 4 
saved heart, a changed heart. 
Peter could not enjoy sin. Neither 
could you. That is one of the 


things God does for His own. A 


| sa 


Christian may fall into sin but a 
Christian cannot remain happy in 
sin. You are a good witness of 
that. Second, consider how God 
kept on calling you. The very fact 
that He dealt with your heart 
showed that He had not given vou 
up. You ought to have known by 
the very fact that He kept calling 
you that you had not committed 
the unpardonable sin. God's Spirit 
did still strive with you. God 
would not let you go. And, third, 
consider how God has again given 
you the assurance of salvation. 
Blind as you were to Scriptural 
truth, and depending on your feel- 
ings and emotions instead of the 
Word of God, yet in His goodness 
and loving mercy He gave you the 
assurance that your sins were for- 
given. And do not think proudly 
of yourself and believe it was by 
your long prayers that you got 
this joy. Do not think that be- 
cause you were so good God de- 
cided to give you back the joy. 
No, you were unworthy of it, but 
God’s mercy ran you down. Do 
not ever testify so that people 
think that you ran after God un- 
til He heard you. The simple 
truth is that God had kept running 
after you and in His mercy He 
gave you assurance of salvation 
even when you did not know 
enough to turn to the Bible and 
look at His promises and believe 
them and have assurance by them. 
And these things show that God 
loves you and will never let you 
go. You ought to have a great 
joy in your heart when you con- 
sider how dear you are to Him, 
and how He holds on to you 
though you are unworthy. 


No Christian Deserves Salva- 
tion: Saved by Grace or 
Not at All 


6. You say that you have done 
some things that are very bad, 
things that sting your conscience 
now. And, brother, so have we 
all. The truth is that every Chris- 
tian in the world, if he got his 
honest deserts, would go to Hell. 
I have lived a very decent, moral 
life from my boyhood. Altogether 
I suppose that it would be counted 
a very good life. But God knows 
my heart, as He knows yours. And 
He knows that I am wicked, “that 


in me (that is, in my filesh,) 
dwelleth no good thing” (Rom. 
7:18). You see if God is going 


to get anybody to Heaven He has 
to save sinners, sinners who do 
not deserve’ salvation. Thank 
God for His unspeakable gift and 
His wonderful grace! 

I am sending you also my book- 
let on THE BACKSLIDER. I 
think it will be very helpful to 
you as it has helped thousands of 
others. And I will also send my 
booklet on CAN A SAVED PER- 
SON EVER BE LOST? I will do 
anything I know to help you, and 
I should be glad to hear from you 
atewany time. 


In the dear Saviour’s 
yours, 


name, 


John R. Rice. 


er 


A Revival for $1.50! 


Actually, anybody knows that a 
revival costs much more than 
$1.50. A revival costs money for 
seats and building, and lights, and 
equipment and living expenses for 
the evangelist; a revival also costs 
and dearly—in time and effort and 
prayer and energy and devotion. 
But here we are offering you the 
essence of a revival—the revival 
preaching of a two-weeks’ cam- 
paign—-for only $1.50. Why, if you 
went to church every night for 
two weeks, you’d put more than 
$1.50 in the offering! 
The book “REVIVAL AP- 
PEALS” contains the sermons 
that would typically be preached 
by Dr. Rice in a revival campaign. 
They are evangelistic in style, fer- 
vent in spirit, and have actually 
been used many times. 
It is an attractive red book- 
nicely printed and _  clothbound, 
with 216 pages and sixteen mes- 
sages. It would be a bargain even 
at $2.00 or $3.00, but we are offer- 
ing it to you—a revival in a book 
jacket—-for only $1.50. 
The titles of the sermons are: 
1. When God’s Patience Wears 
Out 

2. “Be Sure Your Sin Will Find 
You Out” 

3. What Jesus Said About Hell 

4. Will a Loving God Send a 
Sinner to Hell? 

5. Hell—Keep Out! 

‘6. Religious But Lost 

7. A Good Man Lost and a Bad 

Man Saved 
8. The Criminal Who Wanted 
Another Chance 

9. How a Lost Sheep Got Home 
10. “Come Unto Me’”’ 

11. Facing the Pierced Jesus 
12. “It Is Finished” 

13. No Room for Jésus 

14. Neglect, the Shortest Way te 


Hell 

15. “What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?” 

16. Missing God’s Last Train for 
Heaven 


Order from 
Sword of the. Lord Publishers 
214 West Wesley Street, 
Wheaton, Illinois 


OFFICE WORKERS NEEDED 


Typists, bookkeeper, dictaphone oper- 
ator, general office workers needed to 
help us get out the Gospel in print 


Give experience, training, age, and ref- 
erences 


SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS 
214 West Wesley Street, 
Wheaton, Illinois 
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IT’S NEW 
IT’S FOR YOU 


Today, more than ever before, 
Christian fields are demanding 
well-written short stories and 
articles. Let us sell your writ- 
ings, because we know the field. 
No charge if we don’t sell. En- 
close self-addressed, stamped 
envelope. 


IF CRITICISM IS DESIRED— 
ENCLOSE ONE DOLLAR 


A/S Authors’ Service 


$21 E. Union Ave, 
Wheaton, Il. 
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HAPPY AT THE PROSPECT 
of Their First Year in a ~ 
CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOL 
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a school — the teachers ji, 
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America’s finest 
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Also Elementary and 
Junior High Grades 


year. 


From Maryland to the 
Rockies boarding stu- 
dents are coming this 
There is some 
room left in both boys’ 
and girls’ dormitories. 
Write today for school 
catalogue to: 


MR. THOMAS J. BLASS, Superintendent 
EVANGELIST ART WILSON, President 
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2600 South Oliver, Wichita, Kansas 
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Scriptural Life-lransforming Books : 


eli St Joun R-Rice.DD.,Litt.D. E 


Bob tate 


THE HOME: Courtship, 
Marriage and Children 


This book is creating a sensation! Hundreds are 
buying it weekly. Nothing else like it in print, 
which so truly shows you God's plan for a happy 
Christian home 


Discusses such subjects aS marriage and home, 
courtship, birth control, divorce, teaching the 
Bible in the home, winning children, discipline of 
children, etc. Dr. H. A, Ironside, beloved pastor 
Moody Memorial Church, Chicago, said: “I think 
it eminently sane and Scriptural... I would rec- 
ommend it without any hesitation.” 


Evangelist Hyman J. Appelman: “Definitely a 
must book 


Dr. Bob Jones, Jr., acting president Bob Jones 
College, said: “I thoroughly recommend it. 


Dr. V. Raymond Edman, president Wheaton Col- 
lege: “Christian homes old and new will be bet- 
ter for having read this book.” 


2 chapters, 381 pages. $ 
Price now only ........-. . 2.50 


REVIVAL 
APPEALS 


On the jacket of this book is pictured a 
crowd of 3,767 people hearing Dr. Rice 
preach in Cleveland, Ohio, March, 1945. 
He is preaching on “Missing God’s Last 
Train for Heaven,” and about 50 people 
made public profession of faith in Christ 
as Saviour at the close of this message. 
It is the last sermon in this great book 
of sixteen revival messages which are 
used in many evangelistic campaigns in 
principal cities of America. The crowd 
pictured here is the best commentary on 
the readability of this book. 


Unsaved people will read it, your pastor 
should have it, your home needs it. 


216 pages, cloth bound. $ 
Price only ............ Es * 50 
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The Coming Kingdom of Christ 


Most Christians know very little about the coming kingdom of Christ on earth, though 
the Bible refers to it hundreds of times. Are you one of them? This book will help 
you to understand God's plan for the future and to look forward to Christ’s coming 
with great joy. 


Some chapter titles are: “Blessings in the Study of Prophecy,” “When Will Israel 
Be Regathered and Converted? At Christ’s Coming!” “Jesus to be King of the 
Jews on David’s Throne,” “The Kingdom Postponed Until the King Returns,’ 


“Worldwide Righteousness, Peace and Prosp€érity in Christ's Kingdom,” “Signs of 
the Coming of Christ,” etc. etc 


Col. F. J. Miles, D.S.O., DD. said: “It is the greatest collation of Scripture on its 
theme that has been compiled since John Wilkinson issued ‘Israel My Glory’ over 
half a century ago.” 148 pages. Beautifully ee 25 
cloth bound. Only ..... aie 
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“And God Remembered. 


Six of Dr. Rice’s favorite devotional messages 
are contained in this book. Each was written 
at a time of great crisis or spiritual enrichment. 

Rev. D. B. Estep, of Covington, Ky., said: “This 
ie a book of six Scripture-centered messages 
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which are born out of real soul experience of the 
author, It takes its title from the first chapter. 
The other five are: Tears in Heaven, Behold the 
Man, Where Is the Lord God of Elijah? The Ex- 
ceeding Abundantly Able God, The Torn Veil... 
Dr. Rice writes for the heart as well as for the 
head. His messages bear evidence of a clear 
grasp of the Bible and a fearlessness and ten- 
derness in proclaiming it ... We need more such 
Mterature in our homes and churches.” 


123 large pages, beautiful eet. 8 edition, > 00 
cloth binding. Price only ......s06--e0. 


SWORD OF THE LORD 
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PRAYER 
Asking and Receiving 


This author believes — and proves — that God 
answers prayer. You will believe it, too, before 
you finish reading the first chapter. That chap- 
ter, by the way, is “A Prayer-Hearing God.” 
Other chapters are: “Why Pray?” “Prayer Is 
Asking,” “The Answer to Prayer Is Receiving,” 
“Praying for Daily Bread,” “Asking Bread for 
Sinners,” “Praying for Healing,” “Praying for 
Healing, Cont'd,” “Praying for Anything and 
Everything You Want,” “Praying in the Will of 
God,” “Definite Praying,” “Have Faith in God,” 
“Just Pray!” “Praying Through,” “Why Fast and 
Pray?” “Big Prayers to an Almighty God,” 
“Does God Work Miracles Today?” “Miracles 
Today, Cont'd,” “Hindrances to Prayer,” “Hin- 
drances to Prayer, Con’t,” “The Sin of Prayer- 
lessness.” Commended by hundreds of Christian 


leaders. 328 pages, cloth bound $ 
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The Ruin of a Christian 


Twelve messages that “hit the spot” for the Christian. Chapters are: “The Ruin of 
a Christian,” ‘“LLukewarmness—The Sin That Makes God Vomit,” “God’s Slaughter 
Crew,” “The Curse of Hidden Sins,” “The Sin of Lying,” “Break Up Your Fallow 
Ground, and Sow Not Among Thorns,” “The Seven-fold Sin of Those Whod Do Not 
Win Souls,” “Speak Not Evil One of Another, Brethren,” “Judge Not!” “Be Ye Not 
Unequally Yoked Togetner With Unbelievers,” “Washing Dirty Feet,” “A New Start,” 

Christians need this reproof, rebuke and exhortation. These messages have been 
used of God to revive and bless His saints. Highly commended. Christian Herald said: 
“Here is evangelistic preaching with all the fine passion, humor and drama of 
Dwight Moody. A book for the backslidden—and the careless who stand in peril 
of backsliding. Twelve sermons that bless and burn 


and challenge * 
mightily.” 178 large pages, cloth bound, Price now only eece | 50 


= ron Twelve Tremendous 
Themes 


Chapters are: 1. Verbal Inspiration of the Bible, 
2. Scientific Accuracy of the Bible, 3. The Uni- 
versal Malady, Sin, 4. Double Theme of All the 
Prophets, 5. “‘Paul’s Gospel” or “Kingdom Gos- 
pel,” 6. The Love of the Spirit, 7. Can a Saved 
Person Ever Be Lost? 8. Sunday or Sabbath? 
9. Is There Literal, Physical Fire in Hell? 10 Is 
the Torment in Hell Eternal? 11, “Churches” 
and “The Church,” 12. Jesus May Come Today. 

MOODY MONTHLY says: “This book, from 
the prolific mind of a beloved author, deals with 
twelve basic subjects . We expect from the 
author a sound and, at the same time, a grip- 
ping presentation of these subjects and we are 
not disappointed ... We heartily commend the 
book.’’ 
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Bobbed Hair, Bossy Wives and 


Women Preachers 


Positive, clear Bible teaching on three controversial matters. It has saved souls, 
blessed homes and enriched lives by its clear presentation of the truth concerning 
these perplexing problems. Dr. J. R. Mantey of Northern Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary said: “I have mentioned the book and your viewpoint to my class in New 
Testament and agreed with you that the New Testament teaches what you say it 
does. We need more emphasis on the teachings of the New Testament than the 
people are getting.” 91 large pages. Cloth binding, Price only ...... Sesee eer $1.00 
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SWORD OF THE LORD PUBLISHERS 
214 West Wesley Street, Wheaton, Illinois 
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Dear Christian Friends: 
Please send me the following books for which I enclose ....$ 
——copies PRAYER: Asking and Receiving @ $2.00 
——copes HOME: Courtship, Marriage and Children, @ $2.50. [——— 
——copies REVIVAL APPEALS @ $1.50 

——copies THE RUIN OF A CHRISTIAN @ $1.50 .: 
——-topies of THE COMING KINGDOM OF CHRIST @ $1.25,..$ 
——copies TWELVE TREMENDOUS THEMES @ $1.50...... $ tig 
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——copies “AND GOD REMEMBERED ...” @ $1.00 ....... $ 


-———copies BOBBED HAIR, BOSSY WIVES AND WOMEN 
PREACHERS @ $1.00 


Ween MONEE oS Ubetdecceeec. 
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